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PURPOSE:
The purpose of the Missoula Conservation District is to promote sustainable
resource management for all natural resources in Missoula County.

GOALS: (In order of priority)
1. Improve and Protect Water Quality, Stream Corridors and Riparian Habitats.
2. Improve and Protect Water Availability.
3. Promote Wise Land Use Practices:
A. Basin-Wide Watershed Planning
B. Riparian Management
C. Weed Control
D. Woodland Management
E. Grazing Management
F. Sustainable Agriculture
4. Mitigate Resource Impacts of Suburban Development in Rural Areas.
5. Increase Public Awareness of Conservation District’s Role and
Responsibilities; and 310 Law.
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Improve and Protect Surface and Ground Water Quality
Education: Through administration of SB-310 law, web site, publications, tours,
workshops, news articles, demonstration projects, participation with agencies, groups.
-Administration of the 310 law:
Provided on-line access to 310 information, forms, district meetings, minutes, and agendas,
and reference materials through District’s web site: www.missoulacd.org .
Distribute District’s 310 Permit brochure, Stream Crossing Guide, and Maintaining a Healthy
Riparian Buffer Along Streams and Rivers to landowners and groups, post on-line on District
web site, and continue to work one-on-one with individual landowners through the 310
permit process.
Publicize 310 Law in District newsletter and Missoulian at least once a year. Publish a news
article on water quality once a year in the District newsletter relative to water quality. Inform
landowners of the water quality conservation practices through the District newsletter, web
site, and one-on-one with potential problems, consequences and BMPs.
Provide training sessions and presentations to groups, realtors, and developers on 310 Law
and stream permits.
Continue participation on State 310 Steering Committee on development of educational
materials on stream projects and 310 Law revisions.
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-Participation with agencies/groups:
Coordinate with Local, State, Tribal, and Federal Stream Permitting Agencies on all stream
projects, with 310 Permits, Floodplain Permit, Streamside Management Zone, Navigable
Streams Permits, 318 Permits, 124 Permits, Tribal Shoreline Protection Permits, and 404
Permits.
Participate with Upper Clark Fork Basin Watershed Group, Blackfoot Challenge, Ninemile
Watershed Group, Lolo Watershed Group, Swan Ecosystem Center, and Clearwater
Resource Council on development of group and basin-wide planning projects.
Inform and encourage landowner and group participation in federal, state and local
programs available to help with stream restoration and water quality improvement projects.
Technical Assistance: Priority is given to District Cost-Share and Riparian Mini-Grant
participants for available time and assistance through the District. Conservation practices
involving water quality improvement are given high priority. Planning on an overall
watershed basis is encouraged, but the District will continue to provide technical assistance
on an individual basis, and through the 310 Law throughout the County.
Provide technical assistance to watershed planning groups on Lolo Creek, Upper Clark Fork
Basin, Ninemile Creek, Blackfoot, and Clearwater River basins.
Provide technical assistance on streambank improvement, channel stabilization, proper
culvert sizing and installation, irrigation diversion structures, and development of off-stream
water sources, through administration of the 310 Law with the continued assistance of the
District’s NRCS and MFW&P partners.
Develop Best Management Practices and Conservation Plans with landowners and
implement on-the-ground practices. Follow-up on installed practices to determine success.
Funding of Projects:
Watershed and stream restoration cost-share funding through District sponsored grants,
District direct funding, District cost-share program, and District riparian planting mini grant
program, giving high priority to stream restoration or enhancement projects.
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Improve and Protect Water Availability
Education: Through irrigation study, irrigation water management plans, administration of
310 Law, news articles, snow survey forecasts.
Participate and publicize the NRCS Snow Survey Program and data to aid landowners in
forecasting and planning for projected water availability for each coming irrigation season
based on snow pack depths and moisture content by drainage, through District web site,
Missoulian, and District newsletter articles.
Technical Assistance: Priority is given to District cost-share participants for available
time and assistance through the District. Conservation practices to improve and protect
water availability are given second priority behind water quality practices.
Promote irrigation water management on all sprinkler and flood irrigated acres though
conservation planning. Provide technical assistance with continued help of NRCS partners
in designing and improving water use and delivery systems. Assist landowners with water
use measurement.
Work with private landowners and ditch companies on maintaining instream flows,
designing structures for fish passage, and installation of fish screens. Continue working
with Lolo Creek irrigators on the Lolo Creek Special Iniatives Project. Provide technical
assistance through NRCS partners, and continue to coordinate with MFW&P on Future
Fisheries projects.
Funding of Projects:
Funding of conservation practices with irrigators through the District cost-share program.
Continue providing sponsorship of grants for irrigation improvement projects. Continue to
participate with Missoula Electric Co-op, Blackfoot Challenge, and NorthWestern Energy on
their energy-saving programs for irrigators.
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Promote Wise Land Use Practices

A) BASIN-WIDE WATERSHED PLANNING:
Missoula Conservation District supports basin-wide planning efforts as the most effective
way to determine the overall health of a watershed and the cumulative effects of land use
practices. The District is currently working with the following watershed groups in Missoula
County:
Ninemile Creek Watershed Group: Sponsorship of a DEQ 319 Grant to develop a
TMDL Plan for the Ninemile Drainage. Support and technical assistance for
implementation of the resulting TMDL Plan.
Lolo Watershed: Continue working with the Lolo Watershed Group. Continue
sponsorship and follow-up with Plum Creek Timber Company, USFS, Lolo National
Forest, and MT DOT on the Upper Lolo Creek TMDL Plan, and assistance in
implementation projects where possible. Continue working with NRCS and private
landowners on the Lolo Creek Special Iniatives Project on screening irrigation
headgates.
Upper Clark Fork Steering Committee: Continued participation with this Committee
and support and technical assistance for implementation of on-the-ground projects in
Missoula County.
Blackfoot Challenge: Participation in Blackfoot Challenge group meetings and
support and technical assistance for implementation of projects in Missoula County
within the Blackfoot and Clearwater Valley’s.
Continue participation with Lake Conservation District on the implementation of the
Swan River TMDL Plan.
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B)
RIPARIAN MANAGEMENT
Riparian areas have high value due to their
diversity, relative limited amounts and high demands for their use.
Education:
Make the public aware of laws and regulations governing riparian areas such as the 310
Law, floodplain regulations through the Missoula Office of Community Development, the
State Water Quality Act, Federal Clean Water Act, restrictions on draining and filling
wetlands, and SMZ Law.
Continue to provide presentations, workshops, publications, and direct mailings to
subdivisions, groups, individuals on protection and enhancement of riparian areas.
Distribute District’s brochure on Maintaining a Healthy Riparian Buffer Along Streams and
Rivers promoting protection of land, water, fish and wildlife with streamside vegetation.
Promote and in cases require preservation or restoration of riparian buffers along perennialflowing streams and rivers through the 310 Law and Permits.
Technical Assistance: Conservation practices involving riparian management are given
high priority, due to water quality and water quantity effects on the resource.
Provide technical assistance in wetland delineation, stream improvement practices,
reparation buffer protection and restoration, development of off-stream water, irrigation,
grazing, and harvesting management, through conservation planning.
Implement Best Management Practices through requirements of the 310 permits, District
cost-share program, to ensure project installations will not have an adverse effect on the
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stream or surrounding riparian area, providing technical information and assistance to
implement these BMPs through District staff and NRCS.
Work with public land management agencies and private landowners to address cumulative
effects and watershed planning.

Funding: The District has implemented a Riparian Planting Mini Grant Program. With the
Conservation District’s public education outreach on maintaining a healthy riparian area,
and the increasing development along streams and rivers throughout Missoula County,
Missoula Conservation District has funded this mini-grant program to promote not only
maintaining but restoring riparian areas along our streams and rivers. The District hopes
this program will be an effective education tool to show landowners how important riparian
vegetation is to the land, to the landowner, and to the community. This $500.00 mini grant
program is available year-round.
Provide cost-share funding to private landowners and groups through the District and NRCS
cost-share programs and sponsorship of grants.
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C)
WEED CONTROL Weed infestations result in loss of plant diversity, loss of
productivity to the resource, loss of habitat for wildlife, increased erosion and runoff.
Education: Promote public education about weed prevention and control. Continue
working with the Missoula Valley Land Manager’s Committee, County Weed Supervisors,
Extension Service and weed districts to promote group planning and resource management
practices.
Work with County Weed Supervisors and State Department of Agriculture on the inventory
of weed infestations and new weeds found to be invading Missoula County. Cooperated
with the County Weed Department to promote their programs and assist in any research.
Promote Integrated Pest Management utilizing cultural, biological, mechanical, and
chemical control methods.
Technical Assistance: Work with private landowners and groups on implementation of
weed management plans.
Develop integrated pest management practices through conservation plans with individuals
and groups.
Funding: Provide cost-share funding to private landowners and groups through the District
and NRCS cost-share programs. Provide funding for the Leave No Weeds Program as part
of an education outreach through MSU Extension Service.
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D)
WOODLAND MANAGEMENT Woodland management includes growth and
harvest of trees, wildfire protection, wildlife, roads, weeds, multiple land management, and
watershed management.
Education: Provide information to landowners on woodland management options, forestry
BMPs, forest health, the regulations of the State SMZ Law (Streamside Management Zone)
and 310 Law.
Continue coordination with DNRC Forestry, NRCS, RC&D, and rural fire departments on
wildfire protection, thinning, pruning, slash cleanup, the mountain pine beetle epidemic, and
creating defensible space around homes and buildings.
Technical Assistance: Priority given woodland management practices vary depending
on their effects on watersheds, etc.
Provide technical assistance for management of the overstory and understory: silverculture,
livestock grazing, and wildlife habitat improvement.
Encourage landowners to participate in Forest Stewardship Program, NRCS EQIP Program,
and DNRC Forestry Programs. Follow-up with former participants of these programs on
implementation of their plans.
Funding: Provide assistance and information on government and local cost-share
programs available to forest landowners as well as funding Forestry BMP’s through the
District’s and NRCS cost-share programs.
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E) GRAZING MANAGEMENT Livestock grazing impacts plants, soils, streams, and
wildlife; and can have major impacts on riparian areas, valley bottoms, grasslands
and woodland.
Education:
Provide public information about good range management practices, for planned grazing
systems, proper grazing use, fencing, spring developments, salting, riding. .
Technical Assistance: Grazing management is given high priority as it affects water
quality, quantity, suburban development, riparian management, weeds, woodland
management, and agricultural sustainability.
Provide technical assistance to landowners on how to select and implement grazing BMPs
in each conservation plan involving livestock management.
Continue to develop grazing management plans with private ranchers, Plum Creek Timber
Company, DNRC, USFS, BLM, Stimson Lumber Co. and grazing leases on woodland
grazing leases, implement grazing BMP’s and follow-up on grazing use and continue stream
monitoring.
Follow up on planned and implemented grazing systems with landowners and groups and
monitor riparian area and upland range ecological conditions.
Funding: Provide cost-share funding for grazing improvement practices through the
District’s and NRCS cost-share programs.
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F)
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
This involves long-term resource planning to
maintain soil productivity, water quality and quantity, proper nutrient cycling to sustain a
balance between production, economics and the environment.
Education: Educate private landowners through District newsletter, Conservation Day
tours, and on-site conservation planning.
Continue working with the Missoula County Open Lands Working Group, Five Valleys Land
Trust, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, and Montana Land Reliance to provide landowners
information on conservation easements, and other alternatives to subdivision.
Promote the NRCS Farmland Protection Program and provide landowners information.
Technical Assistance: Priority given to low-input sustainable agriculture varies
depending on its effects on the resources. Practices directly effecting natural resource
sustainability will receive high priority.
Address irrigation water management, pasture and hayland management, proper
fertilization and chemical application in each conservation plan from an ecological and
economical aspect. Encourage soil testing for fertility and organic matter; monitor plant
communities for ecological condition trend and vigor, as measures of success or failure of
implemented practices. Strive for zero soil loss for long-term sustainability of the land.
Continued participation and support of the NRCS Plant Materials Center in developing
superior sources of plant varieties (native and introduced) requiring less input of fertilizers,
chemicals.
Funding: Assistance private landowners with cost-share funding for implementation of
sustainable agricultural measures through District’s cost-share program, NRCS cost-share
programs, and sponsorship of grant funding.
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Mitigate Resource Impacts of Suburban Development in Rural
Areas
Education: Continue to enhance public awareness of resource management, floodplains,
riparian areas, and water rights through videos, news articles, publications, displays, group
presentations, and administration of the 310 Law.
Provide information about resource management on small acreages to current and
prospective landowners in rural areas, homeowner associations, horse groups, fair displays,
special events, and in-office display.
Continue to participate on the Bitterroot RC&D Council. Appoint a District Supervisor to
attend the meetings, and report back at each month’s meeting on results. Continue working
with Extension Service on small acreage ownership, and weed control.
Continue working with the Missoula County Open Lands Working Group, Five Valleys Land
Trust, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, and Montana Land Reliance to provide landowners
information on conservation easements.
Provide landowners, realtors, and developers with information on stream, floodplain and
riparian function, permits and regulations.
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Technical Assistance: Conservation practices on suburban development areas are
encouraged and prioritized behind water quality and quantity improvement measures.
Provide conservation planning assistance to small acreage landowners. Encourage group
planning within subdivisions, homeowners associations, etc. for weed control, riparian,
grazing, and wildlife enhancement. Provide conservation plans to homeowners association
for management of their common areas.
Provide soils information for housing construction, septic system installations, and roads as
requested on proposed subdivision reviews with written material and on-site investigations
through NRCS partners.

Funding:
Sponsorship of grants and funding of conservation practices with small
acreage landowners through the District’s cost-share program and sponsorship of state
grants.
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Increase Public Awareness of Conservation District’s Role and
Responsibilities
Maintain District’s web page www.missoulacd.org and update and revise as needed,
providing the public and all government agencies with a comprehensive overview of the
District’s current meetings, 310 law, newsletters, publications and forms.
Develop and publicize an Annual Report of District accomplishments & projects each year.

Promote the District’s Programs at the Missoula County Fair, and through Conservation Day
tours.
Promote youth understanding of resource management and the role and programs of the
Missoula Conservation District. Continue to support and sponsor the Envirothon Program,
Natural Resources Youth Camp, Range Camp, Leave No Weeds, and outdoor classrooms
with grade schools and high schools throughout Missoula County.
Produce a District Newsletter with subject matter geared to the time of year. Schedule to
come out in April, August and November.
Continue publishing and distribution of education materials developed by Missoula
Conservation District promoting resource conservation.
EDUCATION MATERIALS DEVELOPED BY THE DISTRICT:
310 Permit Brochure: A brochure to inform landowners about the 310 Law and procedures.
Available in District office and on the District’s web site.
Guide to Stream Crossings: A guide to best management practices for installation of
bridges, culverts and fords. Available in District office and on the District’s web site.
Maintaining a Healthy Riparian Buffer Along Streams and Rivers. An informational brochure
on protecting, land, water, fish & wildlife with streamside vegetation. Available in District
office and on the District’s web site.
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District Web Site: www.missoulacd.org providing current, comprehensive information on all
aspects of the District and programs available through the District.

SCHOOLS – YOUTH EDUCATION:
Mini grants: The District sponsors several mini grants per year. These grants are either
pass-through funding from DNRC or sponsored directly by the District for outdoor classroom
projects.
Natural Resource Youth Camp: The Youth Camp targets 10th – 12th grade students and
introduces them to the variety of natural resources found in our state. The District sponsors
2 students per year to this camp as well as the District staff participating as instructors.
Envirothon: The Envirothon is open to students grades 9-12 statewide and offers hands-on
instruction and problem solving for environmentally concerned students and motivates them
to further their knowledge and skills through a state and national competition. The District
sponsors up to 2 teams per Missoula County school per year to the state competition and
assists the winning team in the national competition.
Montana Range Camp: The District sponsors up to two students per year to the Montana
Range Camp.
Duke University Graduate Forestry Western Field Tour: A half-day tour every other year
sponsored and organized by the District to allow the students to meet with local ranchers
and land managers to learn about local resource concerns.
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