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Missoula Conservation District 
May 14, 2018 at 7:00 pm 

3550 Mullan Rd, Ste 106, Missoula, MT 59808 

Missoula Conservation District Attendees: 
Travis Greenwalt, Treasurer & Supervisor 
Sidney Wills, Supervisor 
Bob Schroeder, Supervisor 
Paul Parson, Supervisor 
Art Pencek, Supervisor 
Jen McBride, Staff 
Lindsay Dick, Staff 
Brandi Bergreen, Big Sky Watershed 
  Corps Member 
 
 

 Absent: 
Tim Hall, Chair 
Libby Maclay, Vice Chair 
Bart Morris, Associate Supervisor 

 
Additional Attendees: 
John Bowe, NRCS 
Ladd Knotek, MTFW&P 
John Hart, Deputy County Attorney 
Sherman Smith, Landowner (Complaint No. CM-04-18) 
Nancy Smith, Landowner (Complaint No. CM-04-18) 
 

Call Meeting to Order – 7:00 pm by Travis Greenwalt. 
 
Minutes – Art Pencek moved to approve the March 12, 2018, minutes as drafted. Bob Schroeder seconded the 
motion, motion passed – unanimous. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Greenwalt reported $24,157.00 in the district checking account. 
 
Public Comment – No public comment. 

 
NRCS Report – John Bowe, District Conservationist, provided a verbal report and discussed contracting through 
the NRCS. Bowe reported that the contracts deadline is this Friday, May 18, 2018, and that application contracting 
work is currently in progress. Bowe also discussed flood management data and information being handled by the 
NRCS Area Office. Schroeder inquired as to why the flooding this year has not yet been filmed, as historic floods in 
previous years have been, and what prompts filming to occur. Bowe said that he was unsure, but would follow up 
on that inquiry and pass any information onto McBride. 
 
New 310 Permit Applications 
 
MS-04-18 – Scott King – Petty Creek – Existing Bridge (RE: CM-10-17) – Geocode: 04219613401040000 
McBride showed images taken during an April 30, 2018, site visit attended by McBride, Parson, and Dick. She 
reported that water was hitting the bridge stringer and occasionally splashing over the bridge at the time of the visit. 
McBride read an email from King in which King expressed that he should not need to take action and that the 
complaint should be dismissed. The board discussed the potential of the bridge washing out from debris getting 
caught on the bridge or whether the creek might scour the banks under the bridge as there are no footers or 
abutments in place. The board further discussed maintaining consistency of permit requirements and the potential 
of setting a time limit for taking action, with fines for failing to meet the time limit. McBride said she would follow 
up on bridges pertaining to MS-04-18 and MS-06-18 on the same day, specifically to review freeboard and evaluate 
consistency of requirements between the two bridges.  
 
Bob Schroeder moved to table Application No. MS-04-18 until the June meeting. Paul Parson seconded the motion, 
motion passed--unanimous. 
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MS-06-18 – Joyce Robbins – Petty Creek – Remove Bridge (RE: CM-11-17) – Geocode: 04219624101040000 
McBride reported that the board tabled this project until an amendment to the application is received with more 
details on the equipment and methods for bridge removal are provided following spring runoff – an amendment 
has not yet been received.  
 
MS-08-18 – Clinton Irrigation District – Clark Fork River – Irrigation Wasteway Rehabilitation –  
Geocode: 04197811101010000 
McBride reported that the board tabled this project until the applicant is available for a site inspection. She 
elaborated that if the contractor cannot contact the ditch rider then she will recommend withdrawing the 
application and resubmitting when communication with the ditch rider occurs again.  
 
MS-10-18 – NorthWestern Energy – Clark Fork River – Directional Drilling – Geocode: Various - 10 parcels 
starting with 0422001 
McBride reported that Sady Babcock at NorthWestern Energy responded to requests for plans for the minimum 
bore depth. Parson said that the Tower Street substation power line that fell into the Clark Fork River today, May 
14, 2018, is the power line concerned by this application. The board reviewed the cross-sections and discussed 
potential scour depth or impacts that could occur in a 100-year flood event. Accuracy of the cross-section was 
questioned by several members. Knotek recommended that a minimum bore depth of 25-feet cross the entire 
meander width.  
 
Bob Schroeder moved to declare Application No. MS-10-18 not a project as long as project plans are followed as 
proposed in the permit application. Art Pencek seconded the motion, motion passed--unanimous.  
 
If project plans change and the bed or banks of the Clark Fork River may be impacted, then a new 310 Application 
must be submitted. Additionally, the Board of Supervisors recommends that bore pits be set back enough to allow a 
minimum bore depth, as proposed in the application, across the entire meander width, considering that the Clark 
Fork River may scour at greater depths during a 100-year flood event.  
 
MS-11-18 – Remi Berube - Butler Creek – Tree Fort – Geocode: 04232618402170000 
McBride reviewed the project timeline and photos. The application was submitted after the work was complete. 
Pencek presented his team member report and site visit notes. Pencek discussed the possibility of approving with 
modifications, such as: no additional support posts; no authorization of a pond; and measures taken to address 
erosion concerns due to flooding. Greenwalt asked whether a bridge with a 20-foot rise, as per Missoula County 
Floodplain Administrator Todd Klietz’ requirements for the structure to stay, was necessary or practical. He also 
noted that the precedent established by building structures right on the creek also needs to be considered. Knotek 
stated that no further vegetation should be removed, and that a riparian fence should be installed. McBride 
mentioned that it might make sense to require Berube to submit a new application that incorporates modifications 
and standards outlined by Missoula County Floodplain as well as the board’s recommendations. Parson added that 
the new application to be submitted would need to first be approved by Missoula County Floodplain. Pencek noted 
that the structure as it is currently built is not approved.  
 
Art Pencek moved to deny Application No. MS-11-18, Bob Schroeder seconded the motion, motion passed--
unanimous.  
 
The Board of Supervisors recommends submitting a new application to be reviewed at the July 9, 2018, monthly 
meeting. This application should include a design proposal that has been approved by Missoula County Floodplain. 
The Board of Supervisors recommends that the following modifications be incorporated into the design proposal: 

 No additional support posts 
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 Installation of a riparian fence, and preservation of existing vegetation 

 No pond to be installed 
 
MS-12-18 – Pamela Guth - Rattlesnake Creek - Existing Landscaping (RE: CM-03-18) – Geocode: 
04220011206010000 
McBride reviewed images and summarized discussions at prior district meetings. The board discussed the time that 
the structure has been in place and discussed loose possessions and vegetation on the bank.   
 
Travis Greenwalt moved to accept Application No. MS-12-18 as a project for review and to approve it with 
modifications as discussed during the meeting.  Art Pencek seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
Application No. MS-12-18 is approved with modifications incorporating the following: 

 Remove and do not store loose possessions or building materials on the bank     

 Encourage the growth and establishment of woody riparian vegetation as it stabilizes the bank and provides 
shade to the creek 

 Additional maintenance, improvements, or removal of existing structures, requires a 310 Application 
  

MS-13-18 – Marie Ann Zens Kimerly – Lolo Creek – Bank Stabilization Upstream of Bridge – Geocode: 
04209133301040000 
McBride showed images of the site prior to high water and during high water. She summarized the discussion on 
site and stated that Kimerly had opted to withdraw her application at the site visit on May 8, 2018. Kimerly agreed 
that the site and evaluation of the bridge would occur once the water level drops on Lolo Creek.  
 
MS-14-18 – Eric Hoberg Northwest Management, Inc – Unnamed Tributary to Clark Fork River – Replace 
Undersized Culvert – Geocode: 04220135302020000 
McBride showed images of the site and described the project as outlined in the application. McBride elaborated that 
the stream is likely non-fish bearing and the project seemed well planned. Pencek and Knotek presented team 
member reports.  
 
Art Pencek moved to accept Application No. MS-14-18 as a project for review and to approve it as proposed, Bob 
Schroeder seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
The Board of Supervisors recommends revegetation of areas disturbed by construction activity related to the 
project. 
 
MS-15-18 – Michael Kane - Rattlesnake Creek - Deck Construction – Geocode: 04220011205070000 
McBride presented images and described the project as outlined in the application. She stated that Application No. 
MS-15-18 is not required by, but is related to CM-02-18. Pencek presented his on-site notes and team report. He 
discussed the risk of erosion and flooding due to the observed removal of riparian vegetation, and also stated that 
mowing right down to the banks contributes to rising stream temperatures.  
 
Travis Greenwalt moved to accept Application No. MS-15-18 as a project for review and to approve it with 
modifications, Paul Parson seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
Application No. MS-15-18 is approved with modifications, incorporating the following:  
 

 Place deck posts at 8’ or less from the western wall of the home. 

 Reduce the deck width to 8’ or cantilever the deck, to a maximum of 2’ beyond the supports. 
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 Existing vegetation on the bank cannot be trimmed to less than 8’ in height. 

 Submit a plan for revegetation of the mowed bank (see enclosure for native species) by June 4, 2018, for 
review at the June 11, 2018, district meeting. 

 
310 Emergency Applications 
 
EM-01-18 – Kim Kahle – Clark Fork River – Trailer Relocation – Geocode: 04219924101080000 
McBride described the location, reviewed images, and noted that her understanding was that the trailer was only 
moved back 20 feet with this emergency application. The scour on the bank continued following the submission of 
the application and the trailer has since been captured by the river. Hart discussed the roles of other agencies in 
responding to the emergency. Parson noted that the bank on this bend of the Clark Fork has migrated substantially 
over the past four years. Greenwalt asked if the project constituted an appropriate use of the 310 Emergency 
Application, given that the bank has been migrating progressively and observably for years and the structure was 
only moved back 20 feet. Schroeder noted that the Board of Supervisors should clarify what constituted appropriate 
use of the 310 Emergency Application. Knotek and Parson discussed agencies that would take jurisdiction on clean-
up of trash that ended up in the Clark Fork as a result of the events. 
 
Paul Parson moved to accept Application No. EM-01-18 as a project under the 310 Law and approve the project as 
an appropriate use of the emergency provision, Travis Greenwalt seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
An additional application is not required at this time. The Board of Supervisors noted that multiple trailers and 
other structures at this location have been captured or damaged by the Clark Fork River and initial placement of the 
structures may have occurred prior to present day permitting standards. Please note that placement of additional 
structures on this site may impact the bed or banks of the Clark Fork River and may require a 310 permit.  
 
EM-02-18 – Daniel Tucker - Wallace Creek - Berm & Ditch – Geocode: 04209527102010000 
McBride reviewed the photos and team members reported on the project. The board discussed the project and 
noted that at this location, Wallace Creek is an intermittent channel and the flow is captured in its entirety by the 
irrigation ditch that serves Clinton Irrigation District. Based on flow frequency and available information at this 
time the board does not believe the project has a potential to impact the bed or banks of a perennial channel. The 
board discussed the 310 Law and jurisdiction.   
 
Parson moved to declare EM-02-18 not a project under 310 Law because it does not appear that work at this 
location impacts the bed or banks of a perennial channel. Bob Schroeder seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
Ladd Knotek of Fish, Wildlife, & Parks, noted that when flooding Wallace Creek accesses an active horse pasture, 
which could lead to water quality degradation. The Board of Supervisors recommends that water quality issues be 
addressed, and that the berm be smoothed over and planted to prevent erosion and weed establishment.  

 
EM-03-18 – Robert Dischner - Clark Fork River - Sandbags on Bank – Geocode: 04219905204080000 
McBride reviewed photos and her discussion with Robert Dischner on site where she recognized the emergency 
situation and encouraged Dischner to sandbag in a way that complied with the district’s sandbag policy. Schroeder 
said that removal of the sandbags would be required. McBride added that the emergency action as proposed violates 
Missoula Conservation District’s sandbag policy. 
 
Art Pencek moved to accept Application No. EM-03-18 as a project under the 310 Law and to approve the project 
with modifications, Paul Parson seconded, motion passed--unanimous.  
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The Board of Supervisors approves the construction of the berm immediately around the structure. Placing 
sandbags directly on a streambank however violates Missoula Conservation District’s sandbag policy. The Board of 
Supervisors requires that the sandbags be removed from the bank of the Clark Fork River as soon as is safely 
possible, and at the latest by end of the business day on July 15, 2018.  
 
Complaints 
 
CM-10-17 – Scott King – Petty Creek – Non-Permitted Bridge (RE: MS-04-18) – Geocode: 04219613401040000  
See above, Application No. MS-04-18 
 
CM-11-17 – Joyce Robbins – Petty Creek – Non-Permitted Bridge (RE: MS-06-18 – Geocode: 04219624101040000 
See above, Application No. MS-06-18 
 
CM-12-17 – Steve McAfee – Clark Fork River – Road Work (RE: MS-33-17 – Geocode: 04232403101080000 
See below, Application No. MS-33-17 
 
Art Pencek moved to dismiss Complaint No. CM-12-17 since the work undertaken under Permit No. MS-33-17 
satisfied the complaint. Bob Schroeder seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
CM-03-18 – Pamela Guth – Rattlesnake Creek – Structure on Bank (RE: MS-12-18) – Geocode: 
04220011206010000 
See discussion above under Application No. MS-12-18. 
 
Art Pencek moved to close Complaint No. CM-03-18 as it is satisfied by Application No. MS-12-18. Bob Schroeder 
seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
CM-04-18 – Sherman & Nancy Smith – Unnamed Creek - Earthwork – Geocode: 04287335101090000 
McBride reviewed photos and provided background. Mr. and Mrs. Smith were present at the meeting. Their 
property is located north of Seeley, just east of Highway 83. The unnamed tributary, which is made up of one 
primary year-round stream and several intermittent channels, runs through the Smiths’ property and passes under 
the highway, where it joins Bertha Creek.  
 
Mr. Smith moved in about nine months ago, and plans to use the land around the stream for horse pasture; he 
stated that he was seeking guidance on what he should do. Mr. Smith noted that the stream went places this year 
that it didn’t last year. He stated that much of the floodwater has since disappeared, and that the earthwork was 
done to keep floodwater away from the telephone pole on the property and to define and keep the natural stream in 
its existing channel. Mr. Smith noted that part of the flooding problem was due to unmaintained culverts under the 
highway. Greenwalt stated that Missoula County could be contacted to clear the culverts. Knotek noted that runoff 
has been unusually high this year. 
 
Pencek added that the stream is supposed to spread out during high runoff, as it had, and that it would eventually 
go back to its original path. Smith replied that the stream is tearing up parts of the property. Knotek stated that 
vegetation with deep roots could be planted to keep erosion down. He also added that any further work performed 
on the stream needs to be done in a way that won’t adversely affect Rainy Lake downstream, which is a natural 
fishery. McBride said that a site inspection and on-site discussion would be helpful in working towards a resolution. 
 
Art Pencek moved to table Complaint No. CM-04-18 until an official site visit is performed and a 310 Application 
received. Travis Greenwalt seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
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CM-05-18 – Venture West, LLC, Frank Thomas - Clark Fork River - Dike Construction – Geocode: 
04220017302050000 
McBride reviewed photos and described the complaint that was phoned in on May 8, 2018, regarding work 
occurring on the bank of the Clark Fork River on Venture West, LLC property. She reported observing the work 
from the north bank of the Clark Fork River directly across from the property, and photographed additional 
materials being piled on a dike on the south bank of the Clark Fork River.  
 
McBride reported the following events: she contacted Mark Thomas by phone and was later contacted by attorney 
Kirby Christian on May 8, 2018. Over the phone, McBride notified Thomas and Christian that this work may be a 
violation of 310 Law, and informed them of the processes to obtain a 310 Permit. McBride explained that this 
project would be listed as a 310 Law Complaint on the May 14, 2018 district meeting agenda. McBride 
recommended that the work cease and that a standard 310 Application be submitted to the Missoula Conservation 
District office. McBride further explained that if the work were indeed an emergency, it could be conducted under 
the emergency provision of the 310 Law, and that Venture West, LLC, could file an Emergency 310 Application for 
review by the Board of Supervisors. On May 9, 2018, the Missoula Conservation District office received notification 
from an adjacent landowner that work was continuing farther downstream. 
 
McBride added that Kirby Christian told her he was under the impression that the owner thought he could 
complete the work with his existing mining permit. Hart noted that the mining permit mentioned by Kirby 
Christian does not allow for placing fill on the existing berm. Hart also noted that the existing berm had been 
knocked down and lowered when Missoula County and CFC had gone in to clean up a homeless encampment in 
previous years. Hart reported that he contacted Missoula County Chief Operating Officer Chris Lounsbury about 
the situation on May 14, 2018; Lounsbury assured him that the situation was under control, but expressed concern 
about the integrity of the Reserve Street Bridge and the pit’s potential to undermine the bridge further. Greenwalt 
asked why Venture West, LLC, had waited until a year of heavy flooding to build the berm back up again. 
 
Art Pencek moved to declare Complaint No. CM-05-18 a violation of the 310 Law and that per the emergency 
clause of the 310 Law, failure to file for a 310 Emergency Application within 15 days of initial notification of the 
violation on May 8, 2018, would result in a $1,000 fine. Paul Parson seconded the motion, motion passed--
unanimous. 
 
310 Follow-Ups 
 
MS-33-17 – Steve McAfee – Clark Fork River – Remove Imported Soil (RE: CM-12-17) – Geocode: 
04232403101080000 
McBride updated the board on project progress and reviewed photos of pre- and post- fill removal and substantial 
revegetation work. McBride noted that the site was likely under water at this time and that action was needed on 
related Complaint No. CM-12-17. 
 
MS-09-18 – Lon Jones – O’Brien Creek – Bank and Bridge Stabilization – Geocode: 04219933101080000 
McBride updated the board on the project’s progress and reviewed photos from a site visit made on April 30, 2018. 
McBride noted that the eco-blocks were not placed in accordance with permit requirements, and that they were 
sitting in the wrong place on the creek and on a neighbor’s property.  
 
The board directed that a letter be sent requiring that a plan be submitted for removal of the eco-blocks that were 
not placed in accordance with the Permit No. MS-09-18.  
 
310 Inquiries/Issues 
McBride provided a few updates to the board including the existing Application No. MS-07-18 stating that the  
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deadline for a revegetation plan is tomorrow, May 15, 2018, and Winston Davenport with Threshold Contracting 
had called stating that someone from the City of Missoula said that the deck needs more footings, but when Don 
Verue from the City of Missoula came to the site he said the footings looked fine to him. McBride reminded 
Davenport of the revegetation plan deadline and expressed concern that revegetation work had not already begun.  
McBride noted that she received notification that Fred Stout was putting riprap along the bank downstream of 
Kona Bridge, and stated that she was aware of prior issues and permits with Fred Stout and she would request a site 
visit. McBride reported that the County of Missoula and a constituent contacted the District separately to complain 
of a Martin Cahoon digging in Swamp Creek without a permit and McBride would review the site of the complaint 
as soon as possible. Finally, McBride discussed various issues with flooding around the county, including that of the 
former Smurfit Stone Mill site and she and reviewed aerial images of flooding provided by Trout Unlimited.  
 
Reports 
County Attorney – Hart reported that the emergency statute of the 310 Law calls for a 15 day period from date of 
notice to date of filing a 310 Emergency Application. If a 310 Emergency Application has not been received by the 
close of this period, a fine may be issued. 
 
Montana FWP – Knotek noted that aerial flight photos over Seeley Lake would be helpful in recording the historic 
flood levels, as well as to assess permitted structures and projects. Knotek suggested putting a “Flooding” section 
on the agenda to provide a structured 20 minute or so time slot for reviewing new photos at each meeting.  
 
Bitter Root RC&D – Libby Maclay absent. No report. 
  
District Committees – The Grants Committee needs to meet to discuss implementation of the 2019 Cost-Share 
program. A Budget Committee meeting will be set for the end of June to set up for the next fiscal year. McBride 
will email all supervisors concerned and request a Personnel Committee meeting.  
 
Missoula CD Employees – 
Jen McBride – Resource Conservationist – April 10, 2018 – May 14, 2018 
310 Administration: Wrote, copied, scanned and mailed 310 and correspondence letters following the April district 
meeting. Corresponded regarding relevant 310 projects, complaints, and inquiries including projects on Petty Creek, 
Butler Creek, Rattlesnake Creek, Miller Creek, LaValle Creek, Lolo Creek, Wallace Creek, O’Brien Creek, John 
Creek, Ninemile Creek, and several projects on the Clark Fork River. Went out to several of these sites to review 
permitting needs or issues. Worked with Lindsay Dick on coordinating 310 site inspections. Attended 310 site 
inspections with Art Pencek and Ladd Knotek. Scheduled site visits regarding 310 project inquiries. Prepared 310 
reports and photos for the May 2018 meeting. Corresponded with Missoula County Attorney, Fish Wildlife & 
Parks, Floodplain Administrators, and other representatives regarding 310 projects, inquires, issues, and complaints 
as needed. Compiled relevant information for partnering representatives as needed. Met with Missoula Water 
Quality District Representative, corresponded with Missoula County Floodplain representatives, Army Corps of 
Engineers, and Disaster Emergency Services as needed regarding Missoula County Flooding. Attended agency and 
community meetings as time allowed. Relayed information to the board regarding proposed updates to the 310 
Permit Application that DRNC staff is orchestrating.  
Conservation Planning: Corresponded as needed regarding GVFD Co. RRGL Reporting Requirements. 
Communicated with Brandi Bergreen regarding progress on the Pollinator Program and no-till-drill instructional 
video. Met with Bergreen for an informal review and met with Missoula County Weed District as Bergreen 
transitioned to work with the weed district agency for the summer. Discussed Brandi’s plans moving forward with 
the no-till-drill video. Assisted and scheduled some rentals for the no-till-drill. Answered questions regarding 
Missoula CD grant programs as needed. Corresponded regarding sponsorships of DNRC grants, including those 
for GVFDC and Flagship.  
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Office Administration: Continued basic office operations, answered phones, assisted walk-ins, sorted mail, sent 
claims to county, mailed checks from last meeting, etc. Followed up and corresponded with contacts as needed 
following the last district meeting. Wrote minutes from the April meeting and began drafting agenda for May 2018 
meeting. Worked with Personnel Committee to continue efforts in hiring the new Administrative Coordinator. 
Worked to coordinate interviews, called references, and correspond with selected and rejected applicants. Worked 
with county and federal employees to ensure paperwork was completed for Dick in a timely manner. Worked to 
train Dick on 310 application processes and general communications around permitting as well as district meeting 
preparations. Assisted in preparing meeting packets and disseminating meeting information as needed. Met with 
Bergreen or Dick as needed regarding accomplishments, priorities, and plans for the workday or workweek. Entered 
some financial information into QuickBooks as time allowed. Submitted timesheets to the county. Completed 
necessary scanning and copies of 310 applications, maintained handwritten master list. Forwarded necessary 
correspondence to the board. Worked with Dick to prepare all necessary meeting documents and to place files on 
Google Drive until she can gain access to the shared drive on the NRCS network. Worked to install a keyboard tray 
on Dick’s desk as well as obtain computer office supplies needed for a comfortable working environment.   
 
Lindsay Dick - Administrative Coordinator - April 30, 2018 - May 14, 2018 
General Coordination: Scanned and made copies of new 310 applications; sent to FWP. Prepared 310 forms for site 
inspection and meeting. Met weekly with McBride to discuss tasks completed, tasks ongoing, and meeting items. 
Discussed with McBride the eventual need for a workflow to reorganize paper filing system. Filled out intake 
paperwork and dropped off at Missoula County office. Reviewed 310 literature and employee handbook. Security 
training and initial LincPass appointment. Accompanied McBride on field outings to Schmidt Road, O’Brien Creek, 
Petty Creek and Seeley for observation and training on site visit best practices.  
Communications and Outreach: Drafted and reviewed meeting agenda. Reviewed draft minutes. Posted agenda in 
office and on website; sent to agency reps and county. Sent pre-meeting packets to board. Posted approved March 
12, 2018, meeting minutes on website and sent to county. Updated PowerPoint for meeting with new photos, 
applications, emergencies, and complaints. Minor website pages/posts updates: reordered homepage sliders, added 
(1) new homepage slider (sandbag policy), created a news section on website, changed site inspection deadline for 
June 2018 meeting to May 24, 2018 for Memorial Day holiday, updated 310 calendar date wording to clarify the 
difference between site inspection deadline and agenda deadline. Reviewed CM-04-18 correspondence letter for 
McBride. Drafted letter of support for City of Missoula/Rattlesnake Creek dam removal and restoration project. 
Assisted callers and walk-ins regarding 310 law, application, process, complaints, emergencies, and no-till drill rental. 
Scheduled no-till drill rentals and emailed Quick Start Guide to individuals. Communications with county reps 
regarding 310 complaints. Directed inquiries on issues outside of CD realm to appropriate agencies. Communicated 
with MACD regarding WordPress troubleshooting issues as they arose. 
Financial Management: Prepared claims for meeting. Created files for vehicle receipts with McBride. 
Administrative Duties: Scheduled four site inspections and created directions sheet; sent to FWP and McBride. 
Placed copies of 310 forms, riparian guidebook and sandbag policy in tower file in hallway for ease of public access. 
Maintained and updated 310 master lists. Updated 310 follow-up sheet records. Wrote employee report. Maintained 
and organized files. Made extra copies of 310 forms and filed with meeting materials. Created hardcopy inquiries log 
in anticipation of high call traffic due to flooding. Created pdf documents of meeting packets. Uploaded pdf version 
of Form 275 (Notice of Emergency) to digital files for ease of access. Reviewed predecessor’s operations notes and 
made revisions/additions when needed. Served as point of contact for district and directed walk-ins as needed. 
Prepared mail. Sorted and distributed office mail. Watered plants. Errands to Best Buy and Target. 
*First day was April 30 
 
Brandi Bergreen - Big Sky Watershed Corps Member – April 10, 2018 – May 14, 2018 
Watershed Education and Outreach: Continued research and planning for Conservation District projects. No-till 
drill quick start guides have been printed and delivered to Larry’s Tractors. The no-till drill instructional video has 
been filmed and footage is currently being edited. Began to develop a “Frequently Asked Questions” document for 
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the no-till drill. Seed and envelopes for the Pollinator initiative have been purchased. Labels for the seed packets are 
currently being designed. Delivered nine Leave No Weeds classroom presentations and attended two Leave No 
Weeds field trips for the Missoula County Weed District. Tabled at the Clark Fork River Market on May 5, 2018. 
Transferred to working in the Missoula County Weed District office and continuing work on the Conservation 
District projects. 
District Business Assistance: Regularly met with McBride for staff meetings. Accompanied McBride and Tim Hall 
on two 310 site visits on April 19, 2018 Accompanied McBride on flooding issue on Schmidt Road. Booked seven 
reservations for the no-till drill. 
Professional Development: Attended Big Sky Watershed Corps technical training in Bozeman from May 1-4, 2018. 
 
Other – None to report. 
 
New Business  
 
Correspondence –  
McBride provided a letter Missoula Valley Water Quality District that requested a letter of support for an 
application to The Bureau of Mines and Geology Groundwater Investigation Program for a project in the Miller 
Creek area, where the population is expected to double by 2030.  
 
Paul Parson moved to approve the letter of support, Travis Greenwalt seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
McBride stated that Missoula Conservation District received a request for funding from Bridger Plant Materials 
center in the amount of $25.00. 
 
Art Pencek moved to approve, Bob Schroeder seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
McBride reported that Rob Roberts of Trout Unlimited would like to gauge interest for a tour of the Rattlesnake 
Dam Project. Travis Greenwalt expressed interest. 
 
Other – McBride reviewed other correspondence that included The Flagship Program’s thank you note for the 
Missoula Conservation District’s education mini-grant.  
 
Montana Biological Weed Control Coordination Project submitted a request for a $500 mini-grant for a weevils and 
toadflax monitoring study. Brandi gave a brief overview of the monitoring process. Art Pencek said that he would 
like to see a more complete project presentation, including budget and funding mechanisms.  
 
McBride discussed the Area V Director opening. She presented Heidi Fleury’s letter regarding the nomination of 
Bill Nagelly from Green Mountain CD, in which Fleury stated if no opposition were presented, the position would 
be filled by proclamation by May 18, 2018.  
 
Travis Greenwalt moved to support Nagelly’s nomination, Paul Parson seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
 
Old Business 
 
310 Committee  
 
Proposed Changes to Joint Application – McBride reported that the Missoula Conservation District Board sent a 
letter to Bob Flesher at DNRC, stating the Missoula Conservation District trusted that the MACD would continue 
to represent the interests of conservation districts over those of other agencies. McBride reported that the new 
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proposition changes were received Friday, May 1, 2018. Bob Schroeder agreed to the change to the 310 application 
name. Art Pencek wants to know what the color code means on the proposed application; McBride will follow up 
and forward the original email. Art Pencek stressed his opinion that the Missoula Conservation District should 
create a simpler, more user-friendly application for its own use.  
  
 
Grant Programs 
 
District Programs 
 
-Sponsorship Request - Trout Unlimited - Aerial Imagery - 2018 CFR Flooding – Parson presented aerial 
flood photos from Trout Unlimited taken by a third party fixed flight drone contractor in Manhattan, MT. Parson 
noted that such images could be useful for Missoula County Floodplain and Missoula County Planning, as these 
photos show water in areas not indicated on existing floodplain maps. Parson said that the total cost for aerial 
photo flights would be $1,500 - $2,000 through the same third-party contractor. Floodplain and Trout Unlimited 
would help with the cost. McBride asked if it would be feasible to photograph all major drainages in the county. 
Parson said it would be possible unless storms prevent flights at the next peak expected this upcoming Friday. 
Parson noted that funding for such projects historically came from federal agencies, but is now coming increasingly 
from nonprofits. 
 
Art Pencek moved to fund $700 toward this photo flight, and to allocate up to $2,000 for future aerial flooding 
photos. Bob Schroeder seconded, Paul Parson abstained, motion carried.  
 
-Other- The Education mini-grant for Flagship required a signature. Travis Greenwalt signed. 
 
DNRC Sponsored 
 
-GVFD Co.- The board reviewed the Renewable Resource Grant and Loan application provided by WWC 
Engineering for the Grass Valley Ditch Company. McBride noted that the 60-90 day review window had not been 
respected for this application, as she had not received the grant in its entirety until recently. Travis Greenwalt 
pointed out that the benefit-cost analysis in the grant application may not be accurate insofar as the benefits might 
be oversold. Parson noted that there is no match set up, and that the $125,000 requested through this grant is not 
enough to fund the entire $900,000 project. Parson and Wills both observed that if the application wasn’t up to par, 
the project simply wouldn’t be funded.  

 
Travis Greenwalt signed the grant authorization form. 
 
-Other - None. 
 
Equipment Program - The equipment committee noted that to allow for future program changes, Bergreen 
should include neither the rental rates nor the phone number for Larry’s Tractors on the informational video series 
she’s creating for the no-till drill. She should however include the contact email and website for the Missoula 
Conservation District. 
 
Other – None. 
 
Payment of Bills – Travis Greenwalt moved to pay the bills, Bob Schroeder seconded, motion passed--unanimous. 
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Warrants: 
 

Ck # 2447 Verizon - District cell phone $69.25 

Ck #2448 First Interstate Bank - Fleet Card 
Vehicle 4-022428 

$87.46 

Ck #2449 Brandi Bergreen - Mileage 
reimbursement, 78.5 miles @ 
$0.545/mile 

$47.28 

Ck #2450 Charter Communications - 
Internet 

$59.99 

        Total: $259.48 
Checks: None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjournment – Travis Greenwalt moved to adjourn the meeting. Bob Schroeder seconded the motion, motion 
passed--unanimous. The meeting adjourned at 10:40 pm. 
 
The next Missoula Conservation District meeting is scheduled for June 11, 2018, at 7:00 p.m., in the district 
conference room at 3550 Mullan Road, Suite 106, Missoula, MT 59808. 

Voting Record – CD 
Supervisor 

IN FAVOR OPPOSED ABSTAIN 

Tim Hall Absent 

Libby Maclay Absent 

Travis Greenwalt 20   

Paul Parson 19  1 

Art Pencek 20   

Bob Schroeder 20   

Sidney Wills 20   


