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Missoula Conservation District – June 8, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

Alternate Meeting Location – Virtual/Phone 
 
Missoula Conservation District Attendees: Tim Hall, Chair; Libby Maclay, Vice Chair; Travis 
Greenwalt, Treasurer; Bob Schroeder, Supervisor; Paul Parson, Supervisor; Art Pencek, Supervisor; 
Sidney Wills, Supervisor; Josh Schroeder, Associate Supervisor; Jen McBride, Staff; Bryan Vogt, 
Staff; Barb Kreis, Staff 
 
Additional Attendees: John Hart, Senior Deputy County Attorney; Travis Lemke, NRCS Supervisory 
District Conservationist; Ladd Knotek, MT FWP; Leo Rosenthal, MT FWP; James Sage (MS-07-20); Al 
Zepeda (MS-07-20); John Nels Larson (MS-15-20)  
 
Absent: Bart Morris, Associate Supervisor  
 
Call Meeting to Order – 7:03 pm by Tim Hall. Hall provided reminders due to COVID 19. Hall noted 
that the virtual meeting was held to comply with local guidance pertaining to social distancing and provided 
guidance to the Board on how to vote while meeting virtually. Hall further requested that participants please 
mute/unmute themselves as needed, introduce themselves before speaking, and note if they are 
participating for a specific item on the agenda. Form 273, 310 Permit - Conservation District’s Decision, 
would need to be electronically signed on behalf of the Board, per advisement from John Hart, Senior 
Deputy County Attorney.   
 
Tim Hall moved to authorize the modification of normal procedures to allow for electronic signatures on 
Form 273 for the June 8, 2020 District Meeting. Travis Greenwalt seconded the motion. All in favor, 
motion carried - unanimous. 
 
Minutes – Libby Maclay inquired about the Board’s buffer distances required on projects discussed at last 
month’s meeting. The Board decided that the draft minutes accurately reflected the discussion.  
 
Libby Maclay moved to approve the May 11, 2020 Minutes as presented. Tim Hall seconded the motion. All 
in favor, motion carried—unanimous. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Travis Greenwalt reported $22,516.59 in the District checking account.  
 
Public Comment – No public comment   
 
NRCS Report – Travis Lemke, NRCS Supervisory District Conservationist, provided a written report 
stating The Missoula Field Office welcomed a new NRCS Pathways Student, Klemensas Krasaitis for the 
summer on May 26, 2020. Klem’s duty location will be in Missoula but he will also be assisting the Hamilton 
Field Office full-time through the month of September. Klem recently graduated from the University of 
Montana with a degree in Ecosystem Science and Restoration. Klem has applied to graduate school at the 
UofM and hopes to begin working towards his advanced degree in January of 2021. The Missoula Field 
Office recently received 12 applicant pre-approvals for EQIP funding through the Wildfire Adapted 
Missoula (WAM-fuels mitigation) funding pool. John Bowe, Travis Lemke, and Klem Krasatis have been 
working on contract development for these pre-approvals and are anticipating funding obligation within the 
next few weeks. Two Targeted Implementation Plan (TIP) proposals (Potomac Valley Forest Health TIP 
and the Upper 9-Mile Forest Health TIP) and the Missoula Long Range Plan have been reviewed by the 
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Missoula Area Office staff and have been edited/resubmitted accordingly. The TIP proposals and Long 
Range Plan will now move to the NRCS State Office in Bozeman for additional review/comments by the 
state office technical staff.  Final approval (if granted) for both TIP proposals and the Long Range Plan 
should be given in the summer of 2020. All USDA Service Centers are still in Level II operational status due 
to COVID-19 regulations. Level II allows for limited staff who maintain social distancing standards but no 
outside visitors. The majority of staff have been teleworking since March 2020.  Both Farm Services Agency 
(FSA) and NRCS have requested movement to Farm Production and Conservation (FPAC) for Phase I 
Reopening for the Missoula USDA Service Center but to-date, have not received approval. There is a six-
week plan in place with three different phases and each phase lasts for two weeks. Phase I allows up to ten 
people in an office maintaining social distancing but no visitors. After a two-week period, each county is 
assessed and if COVID-19 cases go down, that office can apply for Phase II which allows more people into 
the office and allows visitors.  Same two-week process and if all goes well, can apply for Phase III which 
allows more people in the office and more contact with the public.  In Phase III, everyone must return to 
the office unless they have a pre-existing condition and if so, they can stay home and telework.  Montana is 
the first state to do this approach. 
 
310 Permit Applications 
 
MS-41-19 – Double Arrow Ranch Landowners Association (DARLOA) c/o Greg Neudecker, DARLOA 
Board Member – Trail Creek – Bridge Construction & Culvert Replacement (tabled August 12, 2019) 
Geocode: on or adjacent to 04-2540-11-2-02-01-0000. 
 
McBride reported that the office was informed by Ryen Neudecker that an entirely new 310 application 
would be submitted.    
 
Art Pencek moved to remove Application MS-41-19 from the agenda while awaiting the new application. 
Tim Hall seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried - unanimous.   
 
MS-04-20 (Re: CM-08-19) – James Schlinger – Barber Creek – Vegetation and Debris Removal 
Geocode:  04-2992-19-1-01-11-0000 (Tabled February 10, 2020) 
 
McBride noted that this application came about after receiving a complaint in November of last year. She 
briefly reviewed the chronology of events: On November 27, 2019 James Schlinger was written a letter that 
notified him of the complaint and directed him to stop conducing work that may impact the bed or banks 
of the creek without a permit. An initial site visit occurred on December 05, 2019 with Leo Rosenthal, Paul 
Parson, and James Schlinger and on December 9th the Board determined that work on Barber creek 
including excavation and removal of riparian vegetation is a violation of the 310 Law. The Board directed 
that the complaint remain on the agenda until a remedy is permitted and implemented. An application with 
a plan to reclaim and revegetate the disturbed area was required. On February 10, 2020 the Board reviewed 
and moved to postpone action on Application No. MS-04-20 that proposes removal of willows and stream 
obstructions and replanting pasture grasses and cottonwood trees. The review of the proposed project was 
postponed pending a site inspection that pertained to specifics in the application - date to be determined 
following snow melt. 
 
McBride reported that a site inspection to review proposed work under Application MS-04-20 was 
scheduled by the District office. It occurred on June 3, 2020. Bob Schroeder and Leo Rosenthal were 
present along with the Schlinger family. McBride noted that B. Schroeder and Rosenthal submitted a Team 
Member Report noting the potential of moderate impacts to the stream and that the project needs to have a 
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channel plan completed by someone who can help the landowner with their goal for Barber Creek.  
McBride noted that during the visit, it was observed that new work involving bridge and road construction 
had been completed by Schlinger. This appeared to have been completed after he’d been found in violation 
of the 310 Law (Violation No. CM-08-19).  
 
B. Schroeder reported that it was evident that additional manipulations had occurred since the initial 
violation and that the bridge constructed over the creek was not suitable for the site. Rosenthal reported 
that he agreed with B. Schroeder’s assessment and stated that the concepts put forth by Schlinger in the 
application and the bridge might have been permitted with proper site considerations, designs, and permits 
being properly obtained. Rosenthal expressed that it might be beneficial for Schlinger to work with a 
professional consultant to develop site specific plans that take into consideration components such as a 
reference reach for determining adequate width/depth ratios for the creek when designing the bridge and 
any other proposed modifications. Hall and Parson both expressed concern with Schlinger conducting 
additional work at the site after the violation had been issued.  
 
McBride recommended that the Board look at this as three separate issues to be acted upon, the first being 
the Violation No. CM-08-19, the second being Application MS-04-20 to remedy the violation, and the third 
being a new complaint for additional stream manipulations that was found after posting this months agenda. 
 
B. Schroeder moved to require an updated design plans and recommend that the applicant work with a 
professional consultant for the proposed work under Application No. MS-04-20. He stated that a new and 
separate complaint should be issued for the additional work conducted since Violation No. CM-08-19. Paul 
Parson seconded the motion. 
 
Additional discussion took place regarding the recommendation for Schlinger to contact a professional 
consultant with experience in stream/vegetation restoration for assistance on coming up with a complete 
design plan. Maclay suggested that it would be cleaner to deny this application and require a new one. 
 
Bob Schroeder amended his motion to deny Application No. MS-04-20 due to inadequate plans depicting 
proposed work and to issue Complaint No. CM-02-20 pertaining to new road and bridge construction 
having been conducted since December 9, 2019. Art Pencek seconded the amended motion. All in favor, 
motion carried - unanimous.   
 
A letter will be sent to Schlinger informing him that CM-02-20 will be placed on the July 13, 2020 meeting 
agenda and to not conduct any additional work that may impact the bed or banks of the creek without a 
permit. 
 
MS-07-20 (Re: CM-01-20) – Al Zepeda – Lolo Creek – Debris Removal and UTV Trail 
Geocode:  04-2092-33-4-01-05-0000 
 
McBride reported that this was an application for debris removal and construction of a UTV trail that was 
submitted in response to Complaint No. CM-01-20. This originally came in as an anonymous complaint on 
March 9, 2020 for vegetation and debris removal and was ultimately deemed to be a violation (CM-01-20) at 
the May 11, 2020 Board meeting. Zepeda had submitted an application for the work conducted on March 
20, 2020 but requested postponement from the May 6, 2020 site inspection and did not participate in the 
May 11, 2020 Board meeting. Payment for the $500.00 fine issued for Violation No. CM-01-20 was received 
from Zepeda on June 4, 2020. James Sage of Missoula Engineering stated the proposed project is for brush 
clearing and to provide for a UTV/2-track trail that follows the creek in places, including along the top of 
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an old embankment/levee with an existing road on top of it. There are low lying shrubs, grasses, and more 
woodland on the western half of property. McBride reviewed the plans submitted with the application 
noting that the proposed road appears to go in and out of the buffer zone normally enforced on Lolo 
Creek. Zepeda apologized for what had happened and explained that he just wanted to clear the brush as he 
needed access for the dogs and being able to walk the property. He further stated that the work has ceased, 
and everything has grown back.  Knotek and Pencek requested a site inspection. 
 
Action on Application MS-07-20 is postponed pending a site inspection and consideration of team member 
reports. 
 
MS-14-20 (Re: MS-14-19) – Marie Ann Zens Kimerly – Lolo Creek – Bank Stabilization 
Geocode:  04-2091-33-3-01-04-0000 
 
McBride reported MS-14-20 is a resubmission of last year’s approved Application No. MS-14-19 (the 
deadline to conduct the work was not met and the permit had expired). The work proposed is therefore 
identical to what was included under MS-14-19. Due to a late response from applicant regarding the site 
inspection schedule, McBride conducted her own site visit on June 4, 2020 and stated that it does not look 
like much has changed from prior years’ site visits other than the addition of some concrete. Pictures of the 
site were shown from both 2018 and 2019.  There are other permitting agencies who have not been to the 
site and no floodplain permit has been issued for the work approved under the now expired Permit No. 
MS-14-19. It appears some concrete has been placed in the channel as a temporary fix, and the applicant has 
stated any “unapproved rock” could be removed under newly permitted work. There was discussion that a 
condition of the now expired Permit No. MS-14-19 included the applicant submitting a long-term plan by 
August 2019 for changing the location of the existing bridge to a more suitable location. Such a plan was 
never received by the District. Additional discussion took place on a more appropriate location for the 
bridge and that another site inspection needs to be scheduled to discuss and consider a better long term 
solution than what is being proposed. 
 
Action on Application MS-14-20 is postponed pending a site inspection and consideration of team member 
reports. 
 
MS-15-20 – John Nels Larson (Lolo Ditch Manager) – Mormon Creek – Tree and Berm Placement 
Geocode:  04-2092-33-4-02-09-0000 
 
McBride reported that Knotek and B. Schroeder were at this site in May, so an official site inspection was 
not scheduled. The proposed project is to modify cottonwood tree root wads in order to redirect flow from 
a section where the creek is jumping out of the bank during high flows and causing flooding near the 
headgate to the Lolo Irrigation Ditch. Larson reviewed proposed work as detailed in the application and 
verified that the landowners have signed the application. Discussion took place on the timing of the work 
with Knotek verifying it should occur at base flows. Knotek also recommends modifying his team member 
report to allow for best access to the site. 
 
Bob Schroeder moved to make Application No. MS-15-20 a project under the 310 Law and to approve the 
project with modifications.  Tim Hall seconded the motion.  Libby Maclay abstained.  Motion carried – 
Approved.    
 

• No in-channel equipment work or riparian disturbance outside of the 30-35 foot area identified at 

the site visit and on the permit application. 
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• Repair any tracks or bank damage associated with equipment access and re-seed with native grass 

mix. 

• Wood removed from channel may be relocated at site within stream course, as long as location does 

not lead to additional flooding of infrastructure. 

• At the lower site work should occur as far from the stream edge as possible (15-feet may be outside 

the area where the CD claims jurisdiction on this stream reach. Regardless, no disturbance or 

placement of fill should occur within 15-feet of the edge of Mormon Creek. Specifications listed on 

the permit application appear appropriate). 

 
310 Complaints 
 
CM-05-19 – Ed Brewer – Camas Creek – Undersized Culvert 
Geocode:  04-2204-31-1-01-08-0000 
 
McBride reported that Complaint No. CM-05-19 has been on the agenda for a long time now and that 
Brewer had stated he would submit a 310 application, but no application has been received. McBride also 
noted that she has not heard from the downstream neighbor who initiated the complaint. The Board 
directed to leave this on the agenda for now and contact Brewer again regarding whether he will be 
submitting an application. 
 

Existing Violations 
 
CM-04-19 (Re: MS-01-20) – Fred Mills – Clark Fork River – Work on bank – Stair Removal 
Geocode:  04-2323-07-1-02-12-0000 
 

McBride reported that on February 10, 2020, the Board directed removal of the stairs no later than April 30, 

2020 under Permit No. MS-01-20 (an application submitted to remedy Complaint No. CM-04-19). The 

stairs were not removed, and the applicant reports that the delay is due to issues pertaining to the current 

COVID-19 health crisis.  

 

The Board agreed that Mills should submit a new 310 Application prior to the next District meeting to 

come into compliance with the law to remove the stairs. The Board specified that the application should 

plan for a new deadline of September 1, 2020 to remove the stairs and include any plans for additional work 

within the 50-foot riparian buffer area, as measured horizontally from the ordinary high-water mark of the 

Clark Fork River. 

 
CM-06-19 – Betty Miller – Rattlesnake Creek – Vegetation Removal 
Geocode:  04-2200-11-3-06-01-0000 
 
McBride reported that since her March 9, 2020 phone call with Miller where she had stated she would 
submit a 310 application with a proposal to remove the felled trees, Miller has since inquired if the Board 
would reconsider their January 13, 2020 decision and allow for the felled trees to remain in the creek as they 
have not appeared to cause any issues during high water this year. Discussion took place regarding Miller’s 
new request. The Board revisited the fact that it would prefer for the wood to stay in the creek, but it made 
the requirement to remain consistent with other permitting entities. However, so far other permitting 
entities have not engaged with Miller to enforce the regulations. John Hart advised that it would be 
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appropriate to request Miller get more information from other permitting agencies on what they do or don’t 
require with the felled trees. 
 
The Board of Supervisors decided to only consider Miller’s request to leave the two felled trees in 
Rattlesnake Creek if she submits a formal letter explaining the reason for her request.  
 

CM-08-19 (MS-04-20) – James Schlinger – Barber Creek – Excavation on Creek and Banks 
Geocode: 04-2992-19-1-01-11-0000 
 
See MS-04-20 (Re: CM-08-19) under 310 Permit Applications for more discussion. 
 
CM-01-20 – Al Zepeda – Lolo Creek – Vegetation/Debris Removal 
Geocode:  04-2092-33-4-01-05-0000 
 
See MS-07-20 (Re: CM-01-20) – under 310 Permit Applications for more discussion.  
 
310 Inquiries & Issues – McBride reported on a streambank erosion issue off of South 7th Street West on 
the Thorpe property and showed historical pictures where different layers of a bank on the Clark Fork River 
were lost due to flooding and log jams. The landowner has made emergency inquiries in the past for this 
site.  Missoula County Floodplain is aware of the issue and the landowner has been advised to contact the 
Missoula County Office of Emergency Management.   
 
McBride reported on an issue downstream of Highlander Brewing Company on Grant Creek where the 
Board had not taken jurisdiction in the past. There is a bridge where there is little freeboard due to aggraded 
sediment and there is a diversion downstream with a makeshift headgate in poor repair. The creek is starting 
to scour out and if the irrigation ditch is captured it will flood out other properties near this location.  
 
McBride reported that she and Vogt conducted a site visit to a location off of South 3rd Street West on a 
side channel of the Clark Fork River downstream from Tower Street. The property owner has a house 
relatively close (~70-feet) to the bank where high flows continue to erode the streambank. Prior owners had 
used multiple cars (from the 50s and 60s) and backed them onto the bank in an attempt to curb erosion. 
Several cars have since washed away during high flows as have trees and other riparian vegetation. A 310 
Application is expected from the landowner for proposed measures to address continued erosion. 
 
Reports 
County Attorney – Nothing to report  
 
Montana FWP – Ladd Knotek, MT FWP reported that a May 26, 2020 Removal and Remediation decision 
notice was issued on Elbow Lake Dam. FWP is deferring taking any action for the time being and allowing 
natural processes to degrade the dam.  Future maintenance of the dam by private groups or individuals will 
not be allowed.  FWP and DNRC will monitor the structure, and if unauthorized maintenance continues or 
if the dam still presents unacceptable barriers to fish passage, it will be removed. Bank stabilization at the 
mouth of Marshall Canyon will start soon and is a Montana Department of Transportation project.  The 
outside edge of the highway is starting to fall into the river and needs a riparian buffer. This is a public safety 
issue. Fish tagging studies continue for the Clark Fork River. There have been a few emergencies on Grant 
Creek where trees are getting hung up on the bridge and which need to be pulled out.   
 
Leo Rosenthal, MT FWP reported that the Swan River continues to deal with declining bull trout numbers 
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and illegal, non-native fish introductions. Knotek added that pike have made their way into Placid Lake. 
 
Bitterroot RC&D – Maclay reported there has not been a meeting in 2020 but did receive an update from 
Pam Grouse, Administrator of the Bitterroot RC&D. They are in a USDA building and must follow federal 
guidelines. Because of the Ravalli County cluster outbreak, they are still on Phase 0.  The building is locked 
at all times, and only minimal staff (1 per room unless they can stay 6 feet apart). Most are working at home. 
They meet officers in the parking lot in order for them to sign checks or documents. The work consists 
mostly of getting loans or grants to help stay afloat.  They received a $25,700 forgivable loan, and a $10,000 
grant from the Governor's Social Services grant program, which should leave RC&D on solid footing.  Tim 
Peterson stepped down as president, and Paul Rosenberg is filling that position.   
 
District Committees – McBride report that the Budget Committee will meet soon to review the FY21 
budget and the Grants Committee will meet soon to finalize details for an updated plan of operation for the 
District’s Grant Program. 
 
Planning Board Update – Josh Schroeder reported that the County Planning Board had their first meeting 
since the COVID-19 outbreak. Discussion included townhouse exemptions and getting feedback from the 
public and development community; a long range transportation plan; a Highway 200 Corridor plan; and the 
hefty backlog of businesses to deal with now through September. There will be more to report at upcoming 
meetings.   
 
Missoula CD Employees – McBride reported that written employee reports were provided in the 
Supervisors packets. 
 
Barb Kreis - Administrative Assistant - May 12, 2020 – June 8, 2020 
Office Operations:  Received and sorted agency mail daily and followed up on District business 
correspondence. Attended May 11, 2020 virtual District meeting and took notes. Drafted May meeting 
minutes. Drafted Agenda for June 8, 2020 meeting and posted March meeting minutes to District website. 
Added deadline dates to website calendar and posted Agenda. Entered tasks on Glip as needed.    
Stream Permit Processing:  Completed and sent out decision letters to applicants from the May 11, 2020 
meeting. Updated PowerPoint presentation for June 8, 2020 virtual meeting. Added June 8, 2020 agenda to 
website. Updated 310 Spreadsheet with new 310 applications. Created files for 3 new 310 applications. 
Emailed various documents to McBride and Vogt as needed. Created site inspection schedule, emailed and 
called applicants and created folders of schedule and applications for staff, Knotek, and Supervisor.   
Bookkeeping, Accounting, Reporting, and Recordkeeping: Emailed May claims form to Jacque Harris. 
Prepared Profit/Loss and Balance reports for June 8, 2020 meeting. Entered May claims into QuickBooks. 
Reconciled May bank statements. Reconciled DA Davidson May statement. Completed bills claims form for 
June 8, 2020 meeting. Updated Supervisors claims quarterly claim form.   
 
Bryan Vogt - Program Specialist - May 12, 2020 – June 8, 2020 
Program Assistance:  Participated and took notes for the May 11, 2020 Board meeting held remotely via 
Zoom. Continued management of The Flagship Program’s sponsored DNRC Education Mini-Grant. As 
part of cross-training on administration of the 310 Law: reviewed language of the 310 Law, especially as it 
pertains to emergency provisions; reviewed several 310 applications and email correspondence forwarded 
from McBride; participated in 310 inquiry phone call and site visit to location along Clark Fork River with 
McBride. Reviewed working draft of office Operations Manual. Handled a 310 inquiry call during McBride’s 
vacation. Began drafting revisions to the District’s Grants Program procedures based on feedback and notes 
from the last Grant Committee meetings held in March. Submitted 6-month review form and participated in 
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6-month review meeting with McBride and L. Maclay of the Personnel Committee. Assisted in preparing 
and editing the May 11, 2020 meeting minutes. 
Technical Assignments: Managed four no-till drill rentals. Answered customer questions regarding the no-till 
drill rental program. Worked with M. Gaffigan, BSWC member, on edits to the no-till drill tutorial videos. 
Assisted in the handling of a return of items purchased for the equipment rental program that didn’t meet 
program needs. Emailed prior year’s drill renters asking if any had the transport channel locks for the no-till 
drill. Created cost list of remaining items to purchase for the equipment rental program. Researched vendors 
to conduct maintenance and repairs of the no-till drill, when needed. Researched local contractor offering 
for hire no-till drill services. 
Communication and Outreach: Participated in on-going discussions with staff from the Missoula Co. Weed 
District, MPG Ranch, and the National Wildlife Federation regarding partnering on a roadside pollinator 
habitat plot off of Highway 93 in between Lolo and Florence. Correspondence with H. Fleury of LCCD on 
possible alternative plans of hosting the pollinator film tour. Correspondence with N. Mitchell regarding 
status of The Flagship Program’s summer camp program. Reviewed the DNRC Education Mini Grant 
contract in preparation for the District to develop a contract with The Flagship Program. Reviewed and 
finalized the District Education Mini Grant award letter to MUD. Reviewed and finalized the sponsorship 
award letter to the Montana Biological Weed Control Coordination Project. Correspondence with staff from 
Madison CD on their inquiry regarding CD cost-share programs. Correspondence with L. Bona-Eggeman 
of Missoula Co. Weed District regarding an invitation to participate in upcoming meetings to restructure the 
MCWD’s landowner grant program. Reviewed the Clinton Irrigation District’s request for a letter of 
support on a DNRC Renewable Resource Grant. Reviewed the Missoula County NRCS Local Working 
Group’s identified resource concerns document. 
 

Jen McBride – Resource Conservationist – May 12, 2020 – June 8, 2020 
Office Administration: Met with Kreis and Vogt weekly to review tasks, deadlines, questions, and concerns. 
Reviewed Minutes for the May 11, 2020 Conservation District Meeting and asked Vogt and Kreis to finalize 
them. Submitted time to county bi-weekly and entered Labor Distribution Reports month end reports as 
needed into QuickBooks. Reviewed claims prior to the June 8, 2020 District meeting. Checked in on the 
Missoula City-County Health Department directives regarding COVID-19. Stopped at office for files etc., as 
needed. Corresponded with Kreis, Vogt, and Lemke regarding NRCS operations and office closures. 
Attended conference call with NRCS to review phased reopening. Worked to address issues with computer 
access as Linc Pass appointment was postponed due to COVID-19 closures - awaiting upcoming 
appointment to retain access. Reviewed documents/letters that Vogt or Kreis drafted as needed. 
Corresponded with Board Officers and County Attorney representative as needed. Scheduled and 
completed Vogt’s review with Personnel Committee representative. 
310 Law Administration: Reviewed and edited 310-law related correspondence following the May 11, 2020 
District Meeting. Corresponded and assisted individuals regarding 310 projects, complaints, issues or 
inquiries including locations on Lolo Creek, Grant Creek, Barber Creek, Mormon Creek, Gilbert Creek, 
Rattlesnake Creek, the Bitterroot River, and the Clark Fork River. Corresponded with individuals regarding 
flooding off of 3rd Street and 7th Street on the Clark Fork River below Tower Street; referred landowners 
to Missoula County Office of Emergency Management as needed. Completed some cross-training with 
Vogt on processing 310 Applications, Complaints, Inquiries and Issues. Helped Kreis to organize and 
reorganize 310 site inspections on May 06, 2020. Attended inspections with B. Schroeder. Sorted and 
reviewed images for PowerPoint and notes for the June meeting. Corresponded with other agencies 
regarding 310 projects, inquiries, issues, flooding, and complaints as needed. Program Management: 
Followed up with individuals inquiring about DNRC sponsorship and District Grants as needed. Met with 
Bryan regarding Equipment, Pollinator, and Grant Programs. Coordinated with Vogt regarding review and 
responses to various program requests. Directed inquiries on available grant programs for conservation 
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assistance 
 
Other Reports – Nothing to report.   
 
New Business  
 
Correspondence – McBride reported on an email from Julie Maloney, Chair of Leadership Missoula asking 
if there were any project(s) that they might be able to do for the Conservation District. They plan on 
splitting their group into 2-3 smaller groups and would like to help organizations that reflect champions of 
the Natural Resources in Missoula. McBride also reported on a letter from Ron Stoneberg, representing the 
Valley County Conservation District, to the Montana Water Rights Interim Committee regarding water 
rights on their Bureau of Land Management managed allotments due to interpretations of the 1973 
Montana Water User Act. Their request is that the adjudication of the water basins in Montana be halted 
until problems with the 1973 Act can be addressed at the Legislature.   
 
Vogt reported on a letter from Pat Byrne of the Clinton Irrigation District asking for a letter of support for 
a DNRC renewable resources grant.   
 
Tim Hall moved to write a letter of support for the Clinton Irrigation District.  Libby Maclay seconded the 
motion.  All in favor, motion carried—unanimous.  
 
Other New Business – Hall stated the Conservation District is following both the NRCS and Governor’s 
guidelines regarding COVID-19 and he encouraged comment on the topic. Pencek and Maclay expressed a 
desire to meet in person. Hart reported that agencies at the county level are starting to have meetings of 
two-three people but nothing larger than three people. This will likely be the protocol through the summer. 
Rosenthal stated the Zoom meetings are very convenient and this option saves him 4 hours of driving time 
to attend meetings. Hall indicated that some type of virtual meeting platform will likely be included from 
this point forward. 
 
Old Business 
 
Stakeholders 
 
MACD – 2020 Dues – McBride will extend an invitation to a representative from MACD to attend the July 
13, 2020 District Meeting virtually to give a presentation on MACD dues, how they are used to benefit the 
districts, and how MACD handles districts that don’t pay dues.  
 
Bob Schroeder moved to pay the 2020 MACD dues in the amount of $17,000.  Paul Parson seconded the 
motion.  All in favor, motion carried – unanimous.   
 
DNRC State Lands – Lease Sites – Hall stated that McBride will reach out to Kristen Baker Dickinson, 
DNRC Program Manager, to schedule a meeting to discuss state lands lease sites. Hall volunteered to 
participate in meetings with DNRC, possibly with a District staff member. 
 
Lolo Watershed Group – Partnership - McBride will reach out to a representative from Lolo Watershed 
Group regarding a coordinated partnership.  
  
MSU Extension/Weed District – Fairgrounds Building – Vogt reported that staff was contacted by the 
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Missoula County Weed Board with an invitation to participate in meetings to restructure their Landowner 
Grant Program with the goal of offering a revised program by July 2021. Hall reported reading a newspaper 
article stating the county had signed an agreement with the insectarium regarding the new building. Hart 
confirmed he had reviewed an agreement with the non-profit and the county.  
 
Programs 
 
District Grant Programs 

MT Natural Resources Youth Camp Sponsorship Request – Vogt reported the schedule has 
changed to a one-day camp on July 13, 2020 with a lower fee of $20.00 per participant. The Conservation 
District has not received any requests for funding from individual nor any new request from the Camp since 
late 2019. 
 
Other Grant Programs – Nothing to report. 
 
DNRC Grants 

Seeley Sewer District – 223 Grant Sponsorship Request – Vogt reviewed a timeline and 
correspondence with Jean Curtiss since the March 9, 2020 meeting, including his request that she provide an 
updated HB223 proposal by the end of May for consideration at the June 8, 2020 Board meeting. No 
additional correspondence or proposal has been received to date. 
 
Other DNRC Grants – None   
  
Equipment Program – Vogt reported there have been four rentals for the No Till Drill since the last 
meeting in May and the program is running smoothly. He also reported that Kreis was contacted by an 
individual claiming to be the new office building owner over his concerns regarding the location the no-till 
drill is parked within the lot. Kreis advised him to contact either McBride or Vogt, but neither have been 
contacted by this individual. 
 
Pollinator Program – Vogt reported he is still participating in conversations with the Weed District, MPG 
Ranch, and NWF on developing a pollinator roadside habitat project. Vogt also reported that Lake Co. CD 
and Flathead CD are moving forward with hosting their pollinator film tour events at drive-in theater 
venues later this summer. Following discussion, the Board advised staff to continue with plans of hosting 
Missoula CD’s pollinator film showing at The Roxy Theater once conditions allow even if funding from the 
current grant held by Lake Co. CD is no longer available to support our event. 
 
Other Old Business – Tim Hall reported that Bart Morris and Jody Wills were appointed to the 
City/County Food Policy Advisory Board.  It is a newly created board to make recommendations to the city 
council and county commissioners pertaining to food safety, local food production, and infrastructure for 
more local food options.  The Food Policy Advisory Board will meet next week to finalize their mission, 
purpose, goals, and by-laws.  There are three city appointed members and one alternate; three county 
appointed members and one alternate; and one representative from the Community Food & Agriculture 
Coalition (CFAC). 
 
Payment of Bills  
 
Art Pencek moved to pay the bills.  Paul Parson seconded. All in favor, motion carried—unanimous.  
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Debits/Deposits:  

05/29/20 Home Depot refund of $ 19.98 and $33.42 for padlock/chock/lock pair ($ 53.40) 

05/28/20 Zoom payment for account # 125539256 $ 13.22 

05/28/20 30 stamps (3 sheets of 10) $ 16.50 

05/07/20 Transfer from Checking to Petty Checking ($ 1,077.00) 

 TOTAL $ 1,100.68 

 
Checks/Deposits:  

06/04/20 No Till Drill rental to John Bukovatz from 06/04/20 – 06/05/20 $ 144.60 

06/04/20 $500 fine deposit from Al Zepeda for CM-01-20 (Re: MS-07-20) $ 500.00 

05/27/20 No Till Drill rental to Chuck Casper from 05/27/20 – 05/28/20 $ 144.60 

05/18/20 2020 Monitoring Activities for MT Bio Weed Control Coord Project $ 500.00 

05/18/20 2020 Education Mini-Grant for Msla Urban Development (MUD) $ 500.00 

05/11/20 No Till Drill rental to Toni and Ernie Kahle  $ 289.35 

05/10/20 No Till Drill rental to Harold May from 05/08/20 – 05/10/20 $ 289.35 

05/08/20 No Till Drill rental to Bob Schroeder from 05/06/20 – 05/07/20 $ 144.60 

05/07/20 Transfer from Checking to Petty Checking $ 1,077.00 

04/14/20 Reimbursement from Msla Co. Public Schools for Envirothon cancellation $ 1,922.80 

04/01/20 Weyerhauser postage for 50 Healthy Riparian Guides $ 17.25 

 TOTAL $ 5,529.55 

 
Adjournment  
 
Tim Hall moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:57 pm. Paul Parson seconded. All in favor, motion carried —
unanimous.  
 

Voting Record – CD Supervisor IN FAVOR OPPOSED ABSTAIN 

Tim Hall 8 - - 
Libby Maclay 7 - 1 

Travis Greenwalt 8 - - 
Paul Parson 8 - - 
Art Pencek 8 - - 

Bob Schroeder 8 - - 
Sidney Wills 8 - - 

 
The next Missoula Conservation District meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 13, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
Meeting location to be determined. 


