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Missoula Conservation District – September 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Alternative Meeting Location – Virtual/Phone
Missoula Conservation District Attendees: Tim Hall (Chair); Libby Maclay (Vice-Chair); Travis
Greenwalt (Treasurer); Art Pencek (Supervisor); Bob Schroeder (Supervisor); Sid Wills (Supervisor); Josh
Schroeder (Associate Supervisor); Radley Watkins (Staff); Bryan Vogt (Staff); Jackie Vitas (Staff)
Additional Attendees: John Hart (Senior Deputy County Attorney); Ladd Knotek (MT FWP); Elena
Evans (Missoula Valley Water Quality District); Tracy Campbell (Missoula City Stormwater); Deb Fassnacht
(Watershed Education Network); Jim Thill (MS-24-21); Malcom Miller (MS-26-21 & MS-28-21); Brian
Dougherty (MS-31-21 & MS-32-21)
Absent: Paul Parson (Supervisor); Bart Morris (Associate Supervisor); Leo Rosenthal (MT FWP); Travis
Lemke (NRCS Supervisory District Conservationist)
Call Meeting to Order – 7:02 pm by Tim Hall
COVID-19 Meeting Procedures – Hall provided reminders of modified meeting procedures due to
ongoing COVID-19 precautions noting that the virtual meeting was held to comply with local guidance and
limitations on use of the normal meeting location. Hall provided guidance to the Board on how to vote
during the virtual meeting and further requested that participants please mute/unmute themselves as
needed, introduce themselves before speaking, and note if they are participating for a specific agenda item.
Form 273, 310 Permit – Conservation District’s Decision and all other decision forms would need to be
signed electronically on behalf of the Board per advisement from John Hart, Senior Deputy County
Attorney.
Tim Hall moved to authorize the modification of normal procedures to allow for electronic signatures on all
decision forms for the September 13, 2021 District meeting. Libby Maclay seconded the motion. Vote was
unanimous in favor – motion carried.
Minutes – Libby Maclay moved to approve the August 9, 2021 meeting minutes as presented. Travis
Greenwalt seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report – Travis Greenwalt reported $16,505.53 in the District’s checking account.
Public Comment – None
NRCS Report – Travis Lemke, NRCS Supervisory District Conservationist, was not in attendance and did
not provide a written report.
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310 Permit Applications
MS-30-20 – (Tabled 11/09/20) – Marie Ann Zens Kimerly – Lolo Creek – Bank Stabilization
Geocode: 04-2091-33-3-01-04-0000
Watkins stated that there was nothing new to report on this application and that it continues to be tabled.
MS-24-21 – (Tabled 8/9/21) – James Robert Thill – Bear Run Creek – Bridge Removal/Culvert
Construction
Geocode: 04-2093-24-1-01-03-0000
Watkins reviewed site location slides and photos presented at the August 9, 2021 meeting. Watkins also
presented bridge plans recently submitted by Thill and reviewed specifications shown in the drawings. Thill
clarified that he would use timbers provided by FWP for the bridge stringers; Knotek stated that 5 could be
provided. Thill also clarified that the bridge would include side railings. Having been on the August 5, 2021
site inspection, B. Schroeder suggested the modification of including appropriate drainage on the approach
to the bridge so that runoff from the road does not drain into the creek. Knotek concurred and added that
any brush trimming should be limited to the overhanging trees at the bridge with no root removal.
Art Pencek moved to make Application No. MS-24-21 a project for review under the 310 Law and to
approve the project with modification incorporating team member reports. Bob Schroeder seconded the
motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
•
•
•

No disturbance to stream bed or lower banks
Install appropriate BMP’s on road approach to minimize sediment delivery (drainage swale)
Same approximate dimensions as existing bridge to be replaced

MS-26-21 – (Tabled 8/9/21) – Treasure State Tree Service Inc. c/o Malcolm Miller obo Missoula Brewing
Co. LLC – Grant Creek – Tree Removal
Geocode: 04-2200-07-1-04-04-0000
Watkins reviewed site location slides and photos presented at the August 9, 2021 meeting and issues with
the overhanging dead cottonwood trees. Watkins stated there was no response following the letter that was
sent following the August Board meeting requesting a meeting with the owners or agents of Missoula
Brewing Co. to discuss remediation of some of the management practices at the site before revisiting the
310 application. Watkins stated there has been no response received to date and therefore no opportunity to
discuss mitigating management that is having adverse effects on the creek. Miller inquired whether the
matter of removing the hazard trees could be approved while leaving the remaining issues tabled to discuss
at a later time with the owners. Miller added that there are a lot of owners and interested parties at the
brewery, and he is only in contact with a minor shareholder regarding the contracted work to remove the
hazard trees. Miller alluded to the fact that the District is now aware of the fact that the trees pose a risk to
public safety. The Board discussed the immediate need of removing the hazard trees against the desire to
first have a long-term plan in place with the owners to address ongoing 310 compliance matters. The
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conditions from the August 5, 2021 FWP team member report were also reviewed. The need for an
implementation timeframe was also discussed by the Board. Knotek stated that replanting should be
completed by October 15, 2021. The Board further specified that a letter be sent to the landowners
regarding the work that is being approved and the need to contact the District regarding developing a longterm plan for further riparian management.
Libby Maclay moved to make Application No. MS-26-21 a project for review under the 310 Law and to
approve the project with modifications incorporating team member reports. Art Pencek seconded the
motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
•
•
•
•
•

Approve removal of 10-15 trees as marked at inspection – all dead Cottonwoods leaning towards
brewery/property
Trees will be removed incrementally by Treasure State Tree Service and replacement trees should be
replanted or dead trees should be removed at a rate of 3 live trees per large tree removed. Planted
trees should be > 4 feet rooted stock and should be protected with fencing in riparian zone.
Overall, 75% survival after 1 year.
Mowing and vegetation removal within 30 feet of Grant Creek should be discontinued –
recommend a fence to exclude patrons from impacted area that is replanted and recovering.
Site should be re-inspected after first group of Cottonwoods is removed to ensure compliance with
other permit conditions.

MS-28-21 – Malcolm Miller obo MISSCO LLC C’Mon Inn – Grant Creek – Tree Removal
Geocode: 04-2200-05-2-02-02-0000
Watkins reported on a new application to remove dead cottonwood trees next to Grant Creek on the
C’mon Inn Hotel & Suites property. Watkins presented photos included with the application and those
from the site inspection conducted on September 3, 2021 with Tim Hall, Ladd Knotek, and Malcolm Miller
attending. Hall stated that Miller has indicated the landowners would like to keep the majority of the trees
for wildlife and habitat purposes and only remove the hazardous tops and limbs.
Tim Hall moved to make Application No. MS-28-21 a project for review under the 310 Law and to approve
the project as proposed. Bob Schroeder seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion
carried.
MS-29-21 – John Sanders – Bear Run Creek – Bridge Construction
Geocode: 04-2093-24-1-01-01-0000
Watkins reported on a new application to replace two similar, nearby bridges on Bear Run Creek that are
deteriorating and no longer functional. In 2017, the prior landowner obtained Permit No. MS-07-17 to
replace the bridges, but the project was never implemented. Sanders purchased the property and has applied
to replace the bridges. Watkins presented the bridge plans submitted with the application along with photos
he took during a site visit with Sanders on August 20, 2021. After confirming with Knotek, an official site
inspection was not conducted. Watkins added that there are approximately nine metal I-beams left on site
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from the prior owner that Sanders will utilize as the bridge supports. The Board and Knotek discussed the
adequacy of the proposed plans for both bridges.
Art Pencek moved to make Application No. MS-29-21 a project for review under 310 Law and to approve
the project with modifications. Bob Schroeder seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor –
motion carried.
•
•
•

No disturbance to stream bed or lower banks
To include drainage on the downward slope with filtration strip (drainage swale)
Same approximate dimensions as existing bridge to be replaced

MS-30-21 – Cory Ackerman – Petty Creek – Electrical Pedestal
Geocode: 04-2321-12-1-03-01-0000
Watkins reported on a new application to install an electric pedestal 26-feet from the ordinary high-water
mark of Petty Creek very near where it flows into the Clark Fork River. The pedestal is needed for RV
hookups immediately adjacent to the pedestal. Watkins presented the site location from Missoula Property
Information Systems in addition to photos from a site visit he conducted on August 30,2021. No official
site inspection was conducted after confirming with Knotek that FWP did not require one in this case.
Watkins told the Board that a riparian buffer of 10 feet has been considered on Petty Creek on past
decisions, but that Knotek had recommended up to a 30-foot buffer in recent conversations. Watkins
further discussed the site-specific conditions, which can be seen in the photos, where riparian vegetation
extends to the edge of the proposed project site 26-feet from the creek.
Art Pencek moved to make Application No. MS-30-21 a project for consideration under the 310 Law. Bob
Schroeder seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
The Board discussed the site conditions noting that the currently cleared area appears to be associated with
the utility (power line) right-of-way, but that no additional encroachment into the existing riparian buffer
should be allowed without review of a separate 310 permit application.
Art Pencek moved to approve Application No. MS-30-21 as proposed. Bob Schroeder seconded the
motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
•

Any work, placement of equipment, construction/erection of structures, or removal of vegetation
closer to Petty Creek than the proposed electrical pedestal (measured at 26 feet from the Creek) will
require approval of another 310 Permit.

MS-31-21 – Brian Dougherty – Grant Creek – Diversion (lower)
Geocode: 04-2200-07-1-03-06-0000
Watkins reported on a new application to repair streambank erosion and install a new headgate at the lower
Dougherty Diversion site on Grant Creek. Watkins presented location photos from the site inspection
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conducted on September 3, 2021 with Tim Hall, Ladd Knotek, Brian Dougherty, and Tom attending.
Photos show the location of the diversion in relation to Grant Creek, current state of bank erosion,
streambed aggradation at the point-of-diversion, and the temporary headgate currently being used. Watkins
also presented the hand drawn designs from the application that include the use of 2-foot to 3-foot diameter
rock to armor the bank around both sides of the diversion intake.
Dougherty stated he has a current bid from Dave Russell for the construction as Russell has done similar
work across the county. Dougherty added that the city engineer has been requesting he shore up the bank at
that site due to the potential of further bank loss and uncontrolled flooding that would result. Dougherty
clarified that the bank protection would only be placed along the current area of erosion and that the
diversion does not currently have a water measuring device. Watkins reported that in his outreach to the
DNRC Water Division, only points of diversion and water rights newer than 1975 are required to have
water measuring devices and Dougherty’s rights go back to the 1860’s. Tracy Campbell stated that she
observed staff gages recently within the Dougherty Ditch, and Elena Evans stated that there is a new staff
gage on Grant Creek upstream of International Drive. Watkins also clarified that this site is in city
floodplain jurisdiction and that Dave DeGrandpre has been notified of the 310 application. Knotek and
Hall reviewed their team member reports and recommendations resulting from the site inspection.
Tim Hall moved to make Application No. MS-31-21 a project for review under the 310 Law and to approve
the project with modifications incorporating team member reports. Bob Schroeder seconded the motion.
Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
•
•
•
•
•

No disturbance upstream or downstream of ~20 feet bank area around headgate or out in active
stream channel
Rock should be oversized (2.5 – 3.5 feet) and keyed in below max scour depth at toe
Rock should not be placed above bankfull elevation
Upper portion of bank and top bank should be re-vegetated with native grass mix and covered with
straw
Additional 4-6 shrub plantings recommended

MS-32-21 – Brian Dougherty – Grant Creek – Diversion (upper)
Geocode: 04-2200-07-1-04-06-0000
Watkins reported on a new application to remove accumulated bedload at the upper Dougherty Diversion
site on Grant Creek. Watkins presented schematics of the instream concrete structure installed in the 1980’s
that is now covered with the accumulated bedload. A site inspection was conducted on September 3, 2021
with Tim Hall, Ladd Knotek, Brian Dougherty, and Tom attending. Photos from the inspection show the
amount of fill that has buried the concrete diversion structure. Knotek noted that when boards are placed in
the check dam immediately below the diversion structure it blocks all fish passage at this point in Grant
Creek. Knotek also stated that FWP has invested several hundred thousand dollars and almost a decade of
work to restore fish passage on Grant Creek. Watkins displayed several photos provided by Knotek of
instream rock weirs installed to accommodate fish passage at irrigation diversions. Knotek stated he could
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provide additional assistance to Dougherty, if needed, on installation of the rock weir. Knotek and Hall
reviewed their team member reports.
Tim Hall moved to make Application No. MS-32-21 a project for review under the 310 Law and to approve
the project with modifications incorporating team member reports. Travis Greenwalt seconded the motion.
Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
•
•

Material removed from channel should be hauled off-site and should only be excavated in the
immediate diversion inlet area.
Properly install a simple rock cross vein to mitigate fish passage impediment created by the
pin/plank check dam just below diversion point.

MS-33-21 (Re: CM-02-21) – Todd & Lisa Bender – Cooney Creek – Channel/Bank Restoration
Geocode: 04-2992-06-2-01-15-0000
Watkins reported on a new application received to resolve Violation No. CM-02-21 and briefly recapped the
issues leading to the determination of the 310 Violation. Watkins stated that the applicants were not on the
call tonight. Additionally, Leo Rosenthal had sent an email prior to the meeting requesting another site visit
with the applicant or their representative to discuss details of the application.
Tim Hall moved to make Application No. MS-33-21 a project for consideration under the 310 Law. Bob
Schroeder seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
Art Pencek moved to table further consideration of Application No. MS-33-21 until a site inspection can be
conducted. Tim Hall seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
310 Permit Extension Requests
MS-25-20 – Dave Pontrelli, Streamside Services obo Harry Kenck – Ninemile Creek – Streambank
Restoration
Geocode: 04-2426-01-3-02-16-0000
Watkins reported being contacted by Pontrelli to request a time extension on this permit and Permit No.
MS-26-20 due to the inability to harvest willows during an appropriate timeframe due to COVID-19
restrictions.
Art Pencek moved to approve a one-year time extension for Permit No. MS-25-20 and Permit No. MS-2620. Tim Hall seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
•

All other provisions of the initial permit remain in place.

MS-26-20 – Dave Pontrelli, Streamside Services obo Janet Phillips – Ninemile Creek – Streambank
Restoration
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Geocode: 04-2426-01-4-01-01-0000
See MS-25-20 above for discussion and decision.
310 Complaints
CM-06-20 (Re: MS-31-20, AWM 11/09/20) – Mark and Cassandra Rideg and William Rideg – Spring
Creek – Dam Building/Maintenance
Geocode: 04-2427-07-1-01-01-0000 and 04-2427-07-1-02-08-0000
Watkins stated that he did contact the Rideg’s regarding the work that needs to be done. They have until
November 9, 2021 to have the work completed under Permit No. MS-31-20.
CM-05-21 – Double Arrow Ranch Landowners Association c/o Greg Neudecker – Drew Creek – Fill
Stream
Geocode: 04-2541-07-2-02-07-0000
Watkins presented photos of the complaint from a site visit performed with Knotek on September 3, 2021.
DARLOA self-reported this complaint. The road work was contracted by the DARLOA Roads Committee,
but the contractor pushed road materials into the creek in the process of widening and grading the road.
Based on the vegetation that has grown up at the edge of the road, it appeared that it was not a recent
incident.
Tim Hall moved to declare Complaint CM-05-21 a violation of the 310 Law. Travis Greenwalt seconded the
motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
The Board discussed possible corrective actions to ensure that no further damage occurs but ultimately
decided that DARLOA should come up with a remedy for the current violation in a 310 Permit Application.
Existing Violations
CM-09-20 (Re: MS-04-21, AWM 02/08/21) – Carl Graumann – Clark Fork River – Vegetation Removal
Geocode: 04-2200-17-2-01-12-0000
Watkins reported there were no new updates at this time.
310 Inquiries & Issues
Watkins reported on a question from Public Works regarding a property at Third and Tower Streets
regarding a small bridge on an unnamed drainage that is damming up and flooding the adjacent property
during heavy rain events. Watkins displayed the site location and asked the Board if they had any knowledge
of this site. Knotek noted that he is familiar with the area, and he doesn’t know of any perennial flow
associated with it. Hall mentioned that it is a remnant channel of the Clark Fork River that has not
7

Minutes
Missoula Conservation District
September 13, 2021

experienced perennial flows since that area has been developed, and the Board has never taken jurisdiction
over it. Tracy Campbell stated it was part of the Orchard Homes Ditch Company.
Reports
County Attorney Report – John Hart was not in attendance and did not provide a written report.
Montana FWP – Ladd Knotek reported that he and Watkins recently walked a section of the Clearwater
River with a history of mowing within the riparian buffer. He noted that the area looked significantly better
than the last time it had been walked. There is still some mowing taking place, but it is not as bad as in
previous years. Watkins presented photos from the area walked, and there was discussion of whether to
declare violations on any parcels where mowing is evident. The idea of sending direct letters or writing an
article for the Pathfinder was also discussed with specific mention of thanking those who haven’t mowed.
Knotek also reported that the Elbow Lake dam has not been modified this year.
Bitter Root RC&D – Libby Maclay stated there was nothing to report this month.
Weed District/Extensions – Watkins reported that he met with Bryce Christiaens (Weed District) and Jen
Marangelo (Butterfly House) today as the start of bi-weekly meetings to discuss progress on building
construction. The building permit still needs to be issued. Contract signing is halfway complete.
Watershed Groups – Deb Fassnacht from Watershed Education Network (WEN) gave a presentation that
explained some of WEN’s ongoing projects, especially their work on Rattlesnake Creek. These efforts
include both educational and monitoring projects. There was discussion of whether WEN would fit within
the District’s Education Cost Share Grant program and how the CD would benefit from the partnership
with regards to outreach in the county. CD staff and WEN will continue partnership discussions.
Planning Board Update – Josh Schroeder reported that an update was provided on the environmental
designs within the proposed Missoula County Zoning Codes at the last Planning Board meeting. They are
still working on determining acceptable riparian buffers and buffers for other bodies of water. J. Schroeder
stated that he encouraged communication between the County staff and CD with regards to this topic and
how the 310 Law will interface with County’s new Zoning Codes. Watkins stated that Andrew Hagemeier
with CAPS has committed to presenting on this topic at the October Board meeting.
District Committees – Watkins reported that the FY 2022 budget has been submitted to the county.
Missoula CD Employees – Written reports were included in the Supervisors’ packets.

Jackie Vitas - Administrative Assistant

Office Operations: Received and sorted agency mail daily and followed up on District business
correspondence. Attended August 9th District meeting and took notes. Drafted August meeting minutes.
Drafted agenda for September 13, 2021 meeting and posted July 2021 meeting minutes to District website.
Added deadline dates to website calendar and posted Agenda. Scanned physical 310 files 1990 through 1996
(total number of files recorded for this time period is 470). Met with Personnel Committee members Libby
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Maclay, Paul Parson, and Rad Watkins for 3-month review. Created 2 posts for the MCD social media
pages, as well as creating a social media calendar with potential content for the next six months.
310 Law Administration: Completed and sent out decision letters and Form 273 permits to applicants from
the August 9, 2021 meeting. Updated PowerPoint presentation for September 13, 2021 virtual meeting.
Added September 13, 2021 agenda to website. Updated 310 Spreadsheet with 6 new 310 applications and 1
new complaint. Created physical files for 6 new 310 applications. Created physical files for 1 new complaint.
Updated Box and Salesforce with 310 applications information, as well as complaints. Emailed virtual
meeting information to all potential attendees. Created, emailed, and mailed meeting packet for supervisors
and partners. Updated agenda and site inspection deadlines on CD website calendar. Forwarded new 310
applications to MTFWP (Knotek and Rosenthal), as well as Todd Kleitz. Updated the “Current 310
Permits” list on MCD Website.
Bookkeeping, Accounting, Reporting, and Recordkeeping: Emailed August claims form to Jacque Harris.
Prepared Profit/Loss and Balance reports for September 13, 2021 meeting. Entered August claims into
QuickBooks. Reconciled August bank statements. Reconciled DA Davidson August statement. Completed
bill claims form for September 13, 2021 meeting. Entered deposits and checks into QuickBooks. Keyed in
FY22 Budget into QuickBooks. Deposited refund check from The Roxy to bank account.
*1 Holiday-Labor Day

Bryan Vogt - Program Specialist

Program Assistance: Attended and took notes at the August 9th Board meeting held via Zoom. Edited draft
of the August 9, 2021 meeting minutes prepared by Vitas. As requested, assisted Watkins and Vitas with
fiscal management, 310 permitting, and annual mill levy form submission. Participated in staff discussion on
310 file management in Salesforce and Box. Provided Watkins and Vitas the District’s FY 2020 Area 5
meeting report as an example for the upcoming FY21 Area 5 report request. Conducted electronic file
management of MACD related materials in Box. Notified B. Morris of Sweet Grass CD’s denial of the
Miller Creek Riparian Fencing grant application. Researched Ranching for Rivers grant program as possible
alternative for Miller Creek Riparian Fencing project. Participated virtually in the RCAC meeting for the
consideration of CRC’s 223 grant proposal for the Priority Water Quality Monitoring in the Clearwater
Valley project. With Watkins, met with Dr. Nelson at the UM Firewise Demonstration Garden to discuss
progress and next steps on their sponsored DNRC Pollinator Grant. Researched requirements for
incremental funds requests associated with the DRNC Pollinator Grant. Provided pollinator seed mix
packets to two individuals. With Watkins, participated in 310 Law Training provided by Flathead CD and
DNRC. Participated in NRCS all employees/partners call regarding new COVID office requirements.
Technical Assignments: Continued management of the no-till drill rental program, including 4 inquiry calls
and 1 preliminary reservation for spring 2022. Participated in field-based trainings on Small Scale &
Diversified Ag, Cover Crops, and Bale Grazing provided by the Missoula and Ronan NRCS field offices.
With Watkins, conducted site visit to lower Grant Creek landowner who requested assistance on potential
riparian improvement projects. Took phone call from Alberton area landowner requesting technical
assistance on cover crops, riparian restoration, and other land improvement recommendations; set
preliminary site visit to provide on-site assessment and recommendations. Provided technical assistance to
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Jenny Tollefson with Five Valleys Land Trust regarding a pollinator seeding project at their Rock Creek
conservation property.
Communication and Outreach: Participated in the monthly MACD EO Roundtable and presented on
MCD’s District owned equipment and rental program. Shared electronic versions of District’s equipment
rental documents with the EO for reference. With Watkins and Vitas, met with Lake Co. CD staff to
discuss shared goals and partnering ideas. Participated in call with Caryn Miske to agree on an approach for
presenting the CRC’s 223 grant proposal at the RCAC meeting; follow-up email correspondence regarding
next steps and anticipated timing of grant agreement following RCAC decision to approve the grant.
Provided C. Miske background information on statewide Nutrient Work Group and introduction to S.
Tappenbeck who represents westside CDs on the NWG.
*1 Holiday-Labor Day; 5 days of Vacation (8/9-8/13); 10 hours Sick Leave

Radley Watkins - Resource Conservationist

Office Administration: Coordinated the July 12th District Board meeting. Followed up on actions taken at the
meeting and reviewed/edited/approved draft meeting minutes. Reviewed and submitted staff timesheets to
County payroll. Finished FY 22 Budget, met with Committee, Submitted to County, reconciled FY 21 QB,
uploaded all reports for FY 21 in Box and organized FY21 Box files. Discussed budgeting with Andrew
Czorny, Chief Financial Officer, Missoula County Departments of Financial Services to discuss and confirm
that all FY 22 Budget info is correct. Worked with Vitas to create a consistent social media presence.
310 Law Administration: Wrote all 310-decision letters from August 9th District meeting. Processed four
incoming 310 applications. Extensively reviewed background on Dougherty property, and answered 310
related questions. Worked with Mr. and Mrs. Bender regarding their development of a point of diversion
related to CM-0321 on Cooney Creek to try to get them to turn in a complete application. Visited potential
310-related sites. Completed 310-site inspections with Chairman Hall and FWP rep. Knotek. Completed
where needed. Met with the Double Arrow Ranch Landowners' Association about Drew Creek filling. Met
with Travis Lemke, NRCS, Rob Roberts, Trout Unlimited, regarding the Grass Valley Ditch. Attended
Flathead CD/DNRC 310 Law Training, to which I brough Vogt.
Program Management: Attended August 10th Water Quality District meeting to listen to CAPS presentation
on new riparian zoning. Participated in MACD Forestry Subcommittee meeting. Attended NRCS riparian
training. Attended CAPS’ virtual Steering Committee meeting on new zoning changes and requested a
presentation to the MCD Board of Supervisors. Participated in DNRC/MACD RCAC grant funding
meeting. Reviewed letter from Lolo Watershed Group, Watershed Coordinator, Heather Brighton regarding
grant sponsorship and the Group’s priorities. Corresponded with the Rattlesnake Creek Watershed Group
regarding their upcoming meeting and seeing how the District could help. Brought MCD staff to meet with
employees from Lake County CD in a strategy session to discuss successes and needs. Followed up on lead
from Heidi Fleury, Lake County Conservation Coordinator, on Ranching for Rivers grant program as
possible alternative for Miller Creek Riparian Fencing project and determined there was no funding available
at this time. With Vogt, met with Dr. Nelson at the UM Firewise Demonstration Garden to discuss progress
and next steps on their sponsored DNRC Pollinator Grant. Began planning for fall pollinator campaign and
provided pollinator seed mix packets to individuals. Participated in NRCS all employees/partners call
regarding new COVID office requirements. Had meetings with MCD Chairman Hall, Marie Noland,
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Program Specialist and Tracy Campbell, Regulatory Compliance Manager, City Storm Water regarding MCD
and Storm Water overlap and funding to share a Big Sky Watershed Corps member that could work on
outreach materials. Attended NRCS pasture management training.
*1 Holiday-Labor Day
Other Reports – None at this time.
New Business
District Strategic Planning Workshop – Watkins asked when the Board would like to schedule a strategic
planning meeting and if it should be held separately or in conjunction with a monthly meeting. The Board
recommended Watkins send them a survey to complete before scheduling this meeting in early 2022.
MACD Strategic Planning – Watkins reported on an MACD survey they’ve requested Supervisors complete
for their strategic planning purposes. Watkins was directed to send the survey out via email for Supervisors
to fill out and send back.
Nutrient Work Group – Vogt reported that Samantha Tappenbeck, Conservation Program Manager with
Flathead CD, is the westside CD representative for this statewide advisory group. She has requested
feedback to better represent CDs in her role on the NWG. Vogt will forward the survey sent by
Tappenbeck for Supervisors to reply to individually.
Team Member on City 310’s – Watkins reported that Todd Klietz has requested that Watkins participate in
review of city 310 permits in a non-voting capacity. Watkins requested direction from the Board regarding
this invitation. The consensus from the Board was that it would be good for Watkins to participate provided
he has available time.
2021 MACDEO Statewide Employee Training – Watkins reported that CD staff wishes to attend the 2021
MACDEO Statewide Employee Training in Red Lodge on October 19-21. The Personnel Committee has
recommended that staff attend.
Bob Schroeder moved to allow staff to attend the 2021 MACDEO Statewide Employee Training. Libby
Maclay seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
MACD Area V Meeting – Watkins reported that the 2021 Area V Meeting is scheduled for Monday,
October 4 in Plains, but a hybrid or completely virtual option is being discussed. Libby Maclay stated that
she would like to attend if the meeting is held in person.
Next District Meeting Date – Watkins reported that the next regular meeting date falls on the Columbus
Day holiday. By Board consensus, it was determined that the next Board Meeting will be held the following
day, Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 7:00pm.
Correspondence – Watkins reported that there were a few items in the Supervisors’ packets, none requiring
action at this time.
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Programs
Grants Program:
MCD Grants
Missoula City Storm Water – BSWC
Tracy Campbell, Program Manager with the City Stormwater Division gave a presentation on the history
and function of the department along with a description of the utility’s management of the MS4 Permits.
Campbell reported that Stormwater successfully hosted two Montana Conservation Corps (MCC) fellows in
2020 with a big return on investment. One of the fellows was hired and transitioned into a full-time
employee at City Stormwater. Campbell stated she approached Watkins about the possibility of jointly
hosting a Big Sky Watershed Corps (BSWC) member with Missoula CD this coming year and sharing the
$12,000 expense of hosting a member.
Watkins stated that a shared BSWC member could work on creating outreach and education materials in the
form of 4-5 brochures that included shared messaging on Stormwater and 310 permitting matters. These
brochures would include the CD’s logo and could be provided during 310 site visits. Additionally, the
Missoula Valley Water Quality District might be able to partner and cover the costs to print the brochures.
Watkins added that a shared BSWC member would be housed at City Stormwater and that weekly or biweekly check-ins would be conducted regarding the member’s performance and duties. The District could
use its $5,000 maximum award for the Public Partnering Cost Share Grant that is already approved in the
FY22 Budget as match to the program. Stormwater would cover the remaining $7,000 of the required
$12,000. The Board asked how this Public Partnering Cost Share award might affect the funds normally
provided as match to the Missoula County Weed District’s landowner grant program. Vogt explained that
the Weed District’s landowner grant program was suspended in 2020 and hasn’t been relaunched yet.
Bob Schroeder moved to award $5,000 in Public Partnering Cost Share Grant funds to Missoula City
Stormwater to host a Big Sky Watershed Corp member in partnership with Missoula Conservation District.
Tim Hall seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in favor – motion carried.
Sponsored Grants
Lolo Watershed Group – BSWC
Watkins reported on receiving a letter from Heather Brighton with LWG requesting $2,150 in funding
assistance for hosting their Big Sky Watershed Corp (BSWC) member. The letter stated the LWG has
hosted a BSWC member for the past seven years and detailed the benefits past members have provided the
organization and Lolo Watershed landowners. Also included was a list of specific items or deliverables the
BSWC member would work on. Vogt clarified that this is actually a request for District Grant funding and
not a request to be sponsored for outside, non-District grant funding. The Board discussed the merits of the
work LWG is engaged in, how a BSWC member appears to be an integral part of their work, and how LWG
has already raised $9,850 of the required $12,000.
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Bob Schroeder moved to award $2,150 in District grant funds to Lolo Watershed Group to support their
hosting a Big Sky Watershed Corp member. Tim Hall seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor –
motion carried.
SGCD Water Project Program – Miller Creek Riparian Fencing – Vogt reported that notice was received
from the Sweet Grass County CD that the application was not selected for funding. Staff researched the
Ranching for Rivers grant program as an alternative funding source, but that program is not currently
accepting new applications.
HB223 Grant – CRC Priority Water Quality Monitoring in the Clearwater Valley – Vogt reported that this
application was approved for funding at the August 25th RCAC meeting. The next step will be to develop a
grant contract between the District and Clearwater Resource Council once the grant agreement between the
District and DNRC is received and finalized.
Revised MCD Grant Program – Nothing new to report at this time.
Equipment Program – Vogt reported there have been no drill rentals since last month, but he expects fall
reservations to begin any time. He has fielded several calls and taken one spring 2022 reservation.
Pollinator Program – Vogt reported that staff will begin working on an approach to provide seed packets
to those interested in fall plantings, emphasizing delayed dormant seedings that germinate next spring.
Other New Business
Tim Hall reported there will be another Rattlesnake Watershed tour soon. Additionally, he and Watkins will
be meeting with the County Commissioners later this month to discuss District functions and programs.
Bob Schroeder reported on the latest FWP Future Fisheries tour held here in Missoula that was run by Ladd
Knotek and Paul Parson. He stated Knotek and Parson did a great job and everyone on the Future Fisheries
Board was impressed with the work that was showcased on Rattlesnake Creek and Ninemile Creek. B.
Schroeder added that Parson did a great job explaining the work TU has done.
Vogt reported that he and Watkins had participated in local NRCS trainings and a 310 Law training put on
by Flathead CD, all of which were very useful.
Old Business – none to report
Payment of Bills
Tim Hall moved to pay the bills. Bob Schroeder seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor –
motion carried.
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Petty Checking Account
Date
Description
8/20/21
Exxon – windshield washer fluid for 4Runner
Eventbrite – MACDEO Statewide Training registration (Watkins,
8/27/21
Vogt, & Vitas)
8/31/21
Zoom Monthly Subscription – Watkins & Vogt
TOTAL
Checking Account
Date
Description
No activity last month

Charge
$2.99
$150.00
$31.10
$184.09
Charge

TOTAL

Tax Mill Levy Account (Warrants/Claims)
Date
Description
8/10/21
Verizon Wireless – cell phones
8/10/21
Charter Spectrum – internet
8/10/21
First Interstate Bank MasterCard – gas card

TOTAL

Charge
$105.02
$109.99
$54.85
$269.86

Adjournment
Tim Hall moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:42 pm. Bob Schroeder seconded the motion. Vote was
unanimous in favor – motion carried.
Voting Record – CD Supervisor
Tim Hall
Libby Maclay
Travis Greenwalt
Paul Parson
Art Pencek
Bob Schroeder
Sidney Wills

IN FAVOR

OPPOSED

ABSTAIN

19
19
19
absent
19
19
19

-

-

The next Missoula Conservation District meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 12, 2021, at 7:00 pm
via Zoom.
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