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 Missoula Conservation District – December 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

Alternative Meeting Location – Virtual/Phone 

 
Missoula Conservation District Attendees: Tim Hall (Chair); Travis Greenwalt (Treasurer); Paul Parson 
(Supervisor); Bob Schroeder (Supervisor); Sid Wills (Supervisor); Radley Watkins (Staff); Bryan Vogt (Staff) 
 
Additional Attendees: Ladd Knotek (MT FWP); Travis Lemke (NRCS Supervisory District 
Conservationist); Hailey Graf (DNRC CDB); Shay Farmer (MACD); Ken Aukschun (EM-01-21); Jared 
Shaw (EM-02-21); Cory Miller (MS-45-21); Michael Conner (CM-07-21); Colleen Dowdall (MS-07-18) 
 
Absent: Libby Maclay (Vice-Chair); Art Pencek (Supervisor); Bart Morris (Associate Supervisor); Josh 
Schroeder (Associate Supervisor); John Hart (Senior Deputy County Attorney) 
 
Call Meeting to Order – 7:04 pm by Tim Hall 
 
COVID-19 Meeting Procedures – Hall provided reminders of modified meeting procedures due to 
ongoing COVID-19 precautions noting that the virtual meeting was held to comply with local guidance and 
limitations on use of the normal meeting location. Hall provided guidance to the Board on how to vote 
during the virtual meeting and further requested that participants please mute/unmute themselves as 
needed, introduce themselves before speaking, and note if they are participating for a specific agenda item. 
Form 273, 310 Permit – Conservation District’s Decision and all other decision forms would need to be 
signed electronically on behalf of the Board per advisement from John Hart, Senior Deputy County 
Attorney.  
 
Tim Hall moved to authorize the modification of normal procedures to allow for electronic signatures on all 
decision forms for the December 13, 2021 District meeting. Bob Schroeder seconded the motion. Vote was 
unanimous in favor – motion passed.  
 
Minutes – Bob Schroeder moved to approve the November 8, 2021 meeting minutes as presented and to 
approve the November 30, 2021 Riparian Zoning Codes special meeting minutes with the correction of 
changing the date from November 8, 2021 to November 30, 2021. Travis Greenwalt seconded the motion. 
Vote was unanimous in favor – motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Travis Greenwalt reported $18,959.99 in the District’s checking account. 
 
Public Comment – None  
 
NRCS Report – Travis Lemke, NRCS Supervisory District Conservationist, reported that on November 
17, 2021 he, Rad Watkins (MCD), Rob Roberts (TU), Tracy Campbell (City Stormwater), Mindy Gauthier 
(NRCS ASTC), and Rob Molacek (NRCS State Engineer) met to look at several irrigation district diversion 
sites on the Clark Fork River for the purpose of discussing the possibility of developing a holistic plan under 
PL566 (Watershed Protection Program). Current efforts are going towards a pre-feasibility study and initial 
NEPA requirements and have utilized work the CD conducted a number of years ago specifically related to 
the Clark Fork River diversion sites. Whether or not this project is ultimately funded through the PL566 
program, the resulting feasibility study and NEPA documents could be used to pursue other sources of 
funding for project implementation.  
 



Minutes 
Missoula Conservation District 
December 13, 2021 
 

2 

310 Emergency Notices 
 
EM-01-21 – Kenneth Aukschun – Petty Creek – Branch Removal from Fallen Tree 
Geocode: 04-2196-13-3-01-06-0000 
 
Watkins reported being contacted by Mr. Aukschun on November 16, 2021 regarding the top of a pine tree 
that had fallen into Petty Creek on his property that Aukschun was concerned would back up water causing 
flooding and damage downstream properties if the fallen tree was carried off with high flows. Watkins 
advised only removing the branches of the tree and filing a 310 Application if Aukschun wished to remove 
the entire trunk of the tree from the creek. Aukschun provided photos of the downed tree and an 
Emergency Notice describing his removal of branches from the fallen tree to mitigate the immediate 
potential for flooding. Watkins presented the photos sent by Aukschun and those from a site visit Watkins 
conducted on November 17, 2021. Mr. Aukschun stated he had changed his mind regarding removing the 
trunk from the creek after discussing the matter with Watkins during the site visit.  
 
Bob Schroeder moved to consider the action taken under EM-01-21 an appropriate use of the emergency 
provision of the 310 Law and to approve the emergency notice with no further action required by the 
applicant. Travis Greenwalt seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion passed. 
 
EM-02-21 – Phillips 66 c/o Jared Shaw – Clark Fork River – Snag Removal over Pipeline 
Geocode: 04-2094-02-2-01-03-0000 
 
Watkins reported on an Emergency Notice received from Jared Shaw noticing Phillip 66’s removal of a tree 
snag with root wad that had lodged immediately over a section of pipeline at a crossing site in the Clark 
Fork River near Turah. Watkins presented site location slides and photos provided with the notice showing 
conditions at the site before and after the emergency action was taken. Shaw stated that the snag and root 
wad were discovered on December 3, 2021 during a routine inspection of the pipeline and then removed on 
December 6, 2021 using an excavator positioned on the bank of the river with no equipment entering the 
water. The pipeline has a decreased depth of cover due to natural scour at this location. The tree and root 
wad were removed during favorable flow and whether conditions to reduce the risk that this debris could 
cause rapid and uncontrolled scour during high flow conditions. Phillips 66 has also identified this river 
crossing for horizontal directional drilling to increase the depth of the pipeline and eliminate the need for 
removing additional debris. 
 
Tim Hall moved to consider the action taken under EM-02-21 an appropriate use of the emergency 
provision of the 310 Law and to approve the emergency notice with no further action required by the 
applicant. Bob Schroeder seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion passed. 
 
310 Permit Applications 
 
MS-33-21 (Tabled 09/13/21, Re: CM-02-21) – Todd & Lisa Bender – Cooney Creek – Channel/Bank 
Restoration 
Geocode: 04-2992-06-2-01-15-0000 
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Watkins reported that the Benders contacted him just prior to Thanksgiving week to notify him they would 
be back in state, but Leo Rosenthal was not available to conduct a site visit that week. Otherwise, there have 
been no new developments on this application.  
 
MS-43-21 (Re: CM-05-21) – Robert Shaffer obo Double Arrow Ranch – Drew Creek – Restoration 
Geocode: 04-2541-07-2-02-07-0000 
 
Watkins reported this application approved for review last month remains tabled pending a site inspection.  
 
MS-44-21 – James Deaton – East Ashby Creek – Culvert Installation 
Geocode: 04-2096-11-1-01-03-0000 
 
Watkins reported that James Deaton withdrew this application on December 7, 2021 following a site 
inspection conducted on the previous day with Art Pencek, Patrick Uthe, Deaton, and Watkins attending. 
 
MS-45-21 – Cory Miller – Butler Creek – Culvert Installation 
Geocode: 04-2199-03-1-01-02-0000 
 
Watkins reported on a new application to install a culvert crossing on the lower portion of Butler Creek 
approximately 200-yards upstream of where the creek terminates into the Grass Valley French Ditch on 
property owned by Miller. Watkins presented site location slides and photos taken during a site visit on 
December 9, 2021 with Miller, Watkins, and Vogt attending. No official site visit was conducted. Miller 
explained that the purpose of the crossing is to access a portion of the property between Butler Creek and 
the Grass Valley French Ditch that he doesn’t have access to. Crossing the ditch on the west side of the 
creek was considered, but the hillside is full of springs making a new crossing impractical at that location. 
Work to install the culvert is planned at the same time equipment will be on site to replace an existing, 
dilapidated bridge across the ditch. Miller stated that since he has owned the property there has been no 
water observed flowing in this portion of Butler Creek below I-90 and the airport. Sometime water from the 
Grass Valley French Ditch does back up as far as 70-yards past the mouth of Butler Creek during irrigation 
season, but not as far as the location of the proposed culvert crossing. The site visit photos showed no 
water in the creek, but an abundance of riparian vegetation. Watkins also presented amended plans received 
from Miller proposing installation of two, 36-inch diameter culverts instead of one, 48-inch squash culvert. 
 
The Board discussed whether it has historically taken jurisdiction on Butler Creek below highway I-90 where 
the stream is heavily manipulated. There was also discussion that a single, larger culvert or bridge crossing is 
recommended over two side-by-side culverts. A single culvert accommodates more flow than two smaller 
culverts, and it is nearly impossible to get the required fill compaction between two culverts leading to 
future washout. Ladd Knotek stated that while the section of Butler Creek below I-90 doesn’t currently have 
important fish habitat, it is important wildlife habitat. Knotek also recommended planning for a 100-year 
flow event and installation of a larger, single culvert or bridge. 
 
Bob Schroeder moved to declare Application No. MS-45-21 Not a Project since it is not located on a 
perennial portion of Butler Creek. Paul Parson seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – 
motion passed. 
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The Board recommended installation of a single, large culvert or bridge that could accommodate equivalent 
flows rather than installing two smaller culverts. Additionally, the Board discussed holding a public meeting 
in the future if they want to consider taking jurisdiction of Butler Creek below highway I-90. 
 
310 Complaints 
 
CM-06-20 (Re: MS-31-20, AWM 11/09/20) – Mark and Cassandra Rideg and William Rideg – Spring 
Creek – Dam Building/Maintenance 
Geocode: 04-2427-07-1-01-01-0000 and 04-2427-07-1-02-08-0000 
 
Watkins reminded the Board that Complaint No. CM-06-20 will remain on the agenda until work to resolve 
the complaint is completed under Permit No. MS-31-20. 
 
CM-07-21 – Michael Conner on City of Missoula Property – Rattlesnake Creek – Check Boards Left in 
Creek 
Geocode: 04-2200-11-3-05-19-0000 
 
Watkins reported on a new complaint received on December 6, 2021 regarding irrigation checkboards being 
left within the side channel of Rattlesnake Creek at the site of the Hamilton Day Ditch headgate following 
the end of irrigation season. The complaint stated that leaving the checkboards in the creek created a 
negative environment for fish and aquatic life and continued to push water into the ditch even with the 
headgate closed. It also identified Michael Conner as the ditch commissioner for the Hamilton Day Ditch. 
Watkins presented site location slides and photos taken during a site inspection conducted on December 10, 
2021 with Michael Conner and Tim Hall attending. The photos showed the checkboards still in place. 
 
Conner stated he had removed the checkboards after each irrigation season and he was unaware that they 
had been put back in place. He also stated he planned on removing them in the next few days and would 
contact Watkins to let him know that the checkboards had been removed. Conner reported he would 
consider separating the three checkboards to use individually within the creek as was discussed during the 
site inspection. Watkins stated it might be beneficial for Conner to apply for an Annual Plan of Operation 
for future management of the diversion site. Given Conner’s agreement to remove the checkboards from 
the creek, the Board decided not to take further action on the complaint at this time. 
 
Existing Violations 
 
CM-02-21 (Re: MS-33-21, Tabled 9/13/21) – Deborah & Andrew Carstensen– Cooney Creek – 
Channel/Bank Restoration 
Geocode: 04-2992-06-2-01-15-0000 
 
Nothing new to report at this time. See MS-33-21 above for additional details. 
 
CM-05-21 – Double Arrow Ranch Landowners Association c/o Greg Neudecker – Drew Creek – Fill 
Stream 
Geocode: 04-2541-07-2-02-07-0000 
 
Nothing new to report at this time. See MS-43-21 above for additional details. 
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CM-06-21 (Re: MS-38-21) – Robert & Ann Miller – Swan River – Tree Removal/Equipment in Stream 
Geocode: 04-2992-18-2-01-13-0000 
 
Watkins reported he will reach out to the Miller’s prior to next month’s meeting for an update as it is likely 
the work under Permit No. MS-38-21 has been completed. 
 
310 Inquiries & Issues 
 
Issues involving a homesite on Fox Farm Road were discussed under Old Business (see below). 
 
Reports 
 
County Attorney Report – John Hart was not in attendance and had not provided a written report. 
 
Montana FWP – Ladd Knotek reported on work completed at the Placid Lake outlet dam that was 
conducted under a 124 Permit with the homeowners’ association. The work was done after receiving a 
report of non-native pike within the lake, and it will make it harder for the pike to jump the outlet dam. 
 
Bitter Root RC&D – Libby Maclay was not in attendance and had not provided a written report. Watkins 
reported Pam Gouse did participate in the recent Local Working Group Meeting. 
 
Weed District/Extension – Bryce Christiaens was not in attendance and had not provided a written report. 
 
Watershed Groups – No member was in attendance. No written reports had been provided. 
 
Planning Board Update – Josh Schroeder was not in attendance and had not provided a written report. 
 
Water Quality District – Elena Evans was not in attendance and had not provided a written report. Paul 
Parson reported that he was unable to attend the last meeting. Tim Hall reported Elena Evans is now the 
new Environmental Health Manager in charge of the Missoula Valley Water Quality District. 
 
District Committees 
Personnel Committee – Staff Transition/Wages – Tim Hall reported that the Personnel Committee met on 
November 23, 2021 to conduct annual reviews of Vogt and Watkins. The Committee’s recommendation is 
to approve pay increases for both Vogt and Watkins along with an increase to full time hours for Vogt now 
that he and Watkins are sharing additional administrative responsibilities following Jackie Vitas’s resignation. 
Hall also stated that the changes in hours and pay for Vogt should be retroactive to coincide with Vitas’s 
resignation. These recommended increases need to be reviewed and recommended by the Budget 
Committee before final adoption by the Board. 
 
Watkins reported that the County has begun collecting the new permissive mill levee adopted by the Board 
on June 14, 2021. Given that the permissive mill levee is now being assessed and collected by the County, 
Watkins requested permission from the Board to begin paying employees the increased medical stipend 
benefits covered by the levee. 
 
Tim Hall moved to direct the County of Missoula to begin paying Missoula Conservation District 
employees the increased medical stipend benefits starting with the current pay period. Paul Parson seconded 
the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – motion passed.  
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Missoula CD Employees – Written reports were included in the Supervisors’ packets.  
 
Bryan Vogt - Program Specialist  
Office Administration: Assisted Watkins in facilitating and taking notes at the November 8th Board meeting 
held via Zoom. Submitted monthly claims to the county for payment. Assisted Watkins in facilitating and 
taking notes at the November 30th special Board meeting on proposed Riparian Resource Zoning rules. 
Drafted minutes from November 8th Board meeting and the November 30th special Board meeting. 
Discussed additional office administration needs and responsibilities with Watkins following Vitas’ 
resignation. Assisted Supervisor B. Schroeder with verification of lodging and registration confirmation for 
MACD Convention. Received, sorted, and distributed agency mail daily. Reconciled bank accounts and DA 
Davidson account in QuickBooks. Deposited payment for no-till drill rental. Updated account passwords 
and conducted Salesforce and Box maintenance following staff transition. Resolved an issue with 
QuickBooks not linking to the bank accounts. Prepared monthly claims form, agenda, profit and loss, and 
balance sheets for monthly meeting packet. Sent meeting agenda to the county for posting; posted agenda 
and approved October minutes on the District website. Sent pre-meeting packets to Supervisors and Zoom 
link to Supervisors, partners, and 310 Permit applicants. 
Program Assistance: Prepared Form 273’s and assisted with the mailing of decision letters for 310 Permits. 
Updated the 310 Permit master spreadsheet and the 310 Permit page on the District website. Assisted with 
310 Permit inquiry calls on Ashby Creek and the Clark Fork River. Provided Watkins background 
information regarding a 310 Emergency Notification on Petty Creek and a Complaint on Rattlesnake Creek. 
Participated virtually in the Employee’s Organization meeting and MACD Convention. Corresponded with 
Melissa Maggio regarding the status of Biocontrol Guide reprinting; requested a 6-month extension on 
DNRC Education-Mini Grant 23G-21-3072 prior to its 12/31/2021 expiration date. Updated work plan for 
2022 and submitted to Watkins for review. Completed self-evaluation and participated in 2-year evaluation 
with the Personnel Committee and Watkins. Attended the NRCS Miller Creek TIP development meeting 
with Hall and Watkins. With Watkins and NRCS staff, assisted in the planning and hosting of the Local 
Working Group meeting. 
Technical Assignments: Continued management of the no-till drill rental program, including 2 inquiry calls 
and 1 rental. Filed all paperwork related to no-till drill rentals. Performed minor maintenance on drill, as 
needed, including tire inflation, tightening chain binders, etc. Coordinated winter storage of the no-till drill 
at the fairgrounds with Weed District staff. With assistance from Watkins, Weed District, and Fairgrounds 
Maintenance staff, hauled and stored the no-till drill inside the fairgrounds’ maintenance building for the 
winter season. Inflated the Toyota 4-Runner tires to proper working pressure following freezing 
temperatures. Assisted local landowner with inquiry call regarding biochar questions. Conducted a site visit 
to Turah area landowners’ property to gather onsite information in order to prepare technical 
recommendations for pasture improvements.  
Communication and Outreach: Forwarded information on the upcoming Montana Soil Health Symposium 
to Supervisors. Created a featured post on the District website to notice the November 30th special District 
meeting on Riparian Resource Zoning regulations. Per request from the Missoula/Mineral FSA office and 
direction from Watkins, drafted and submitted a 2021 grazing loss assessment letter to the 
Missoula/Mineral FSA County Committee. Took a call from Shay Farmer with MACD to discuss the 
possibility of hosting an Area 5 Soil Corps discussion forum in Missoula. 
*2 Holidays – Veterans Day & Thanksgiving; 2 days Vacation 
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Radley Watkins – Resource Conservationist 
Office Administration: Coordinated the November 8th District Board meeting. Followed up on actions 
taken at the meeting and reviewed/edited/approved draft meeting minutes. Took over some office 
administration duties previously done by the Administrative Assistant. Reviewed and submitted staff 
timesheets to County payroll. Conducted weekly staff meetings. Met with Personnel Committee for staff 
annual reviews. Compiled analysis of increase wage proposal which considers no administrative assistant. 
Attended Rocky Mountain Gardens and Exploration Center operations agreement kickoff meeting with 
partners. Coordinated and attended CAPS riparian resource protection presentation at November 30th 
special meeting of the CD Board. Prepared for and conducted 2021 Local Working Group meeting with 
and for NRCS staff. Reached out to Missoula County CEO Andrew Czorny regarding the separation of mill 
levy and permissive mill levy funds. 
310 Law Administration: Wrote all 310-decision letters from November 8th District Board meeting. 
Processed two incoming 310 applications, two emergency permits, and one complaint. Conducted a site visit 
for emergency 310 on Petty Creek. Conducted site inspection with Supervisor Pencek and FWP biologist 
Uthe for 310 on Ashby Creek (now withdrawn). Conducted staff-only site visit for Butler Creek 310 with 
Vogt. Conducted complaint site visit for a Hamilton Day Ditch complaint on Rattlesnake Creek. 
Communicated with attorney for homeowner of home on Fox Farm Lane that did not comply with the 
requirements of the issued 310 permit. Had phone conversation with Phillips 66/Yellowstone Pipeline 
representative regarding emergency 310. Fielded 310 inquiry phone calls. Communicated with 
representatives from Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes to clarify Missoula CD 310 jurisdiction on 
the Reservation.  
Program Management: Attended Miller Creek NRCS TIP kickoff meeting with Vogt and Chairman Hall. 
Meet with Weed District staff about storing the drill and trailer at the Fairgrounds for winter. Assisted Vogt 
in moving the drill and trailer to the Fairground’s location. Participated in a working tour of five diversion 
points along the Clark Fork River with NRCS State Engineer and other NRCS staff, City Storm Water staff, 
and Trout Unlimited Staff to discuss a proposal for a major infrastructure overhaul funded by a federal 
grant, and the possibility of having Missoula CD sponsor the grant. Spoke to Shay Farmer with MACD to 
discuss the possibility of Missoula CD hosting an Area 5 Soil Corps discussion forum in Missoula. Virtually 
attended the MACD Convention. Reviewed email request for Missoula/Mineral FSA office and reviewed 
Vogt’s 2021 grazing loss assessment letter to the Missoula/Mineral FSA County Committee. 
*2 Holidays – Veterans Day & Thanksgiving; 1 day of Vacation 
 
Other Reports – 
Hailey Graf introduced herself as the new Conservation District Specialist with the DNRC Conservation 
District Bureau. She will be stationed in Kalispell and assist CD’s on the western side of the divide. Prior to 
DNRC, Hailey worked as the Resource Conservationist for the Flathead CD for nearly 4 years. Hailey 
expressed interest in meeting with CD Supervisors and staff after the beginning of the new year to discuss 
District priorities and any needs she can assist with. Graf also explained the contract DNRC has with 
attorney Caitlyn Overland to provide legal assistance to CDs at no cost. Legal questions with statewide 
significance can be directed to Overland while matters pertaining specifically to our local district should be 
directed to our county attorney’s office. 
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New Business 
 
NRCS Local Working Group Meeting Recap – Travis Lemke reported that the 2021 Local Working Group 
(LWG) meeting was held last Wednesday, December 8, 2021 and that 6 priority resource concerns for 
Missoula County were identified including Wildlife Habitat/Fragmentation, Increased Development/Land 
Use Pressure, Water Quality/Water Quantity, Invasive Species, Forest Health, and Soil Health. Watkins 
reported that he, Tim Hall, Libby Maclay, and Vogt participated on behalf of the District. There are hopes 
the LWG can meet biannually to review priority resource concerns, identify critical projects, and discuss 
partnering opportunities. Lemke expressed appreciation to the District for the assistance in hosting the 
meeting. 
 
NRCS Miller Creek Targeted Implementation Plan (TIP) – MCD participation – Lemke reported that in the 
coming weeks he and Sabrina Schuler will be drafting a new 2023 TIP for lower Miller Creek and will need 
to include potential partner contributions. Both the Clark Fork Coalition and Montana Fish, Wildlife, & 
Parks have committed as partners within the TIP. Lemke asked if the District wished to be identified as an 
official partner and discussed that contributions could either be financial (e.g., landowner grants) or in-kind 
(e.g., education, monitoring, etc.). 
 
Tim Hall moved to make Missoula Conservation District an official partner to the NRCS Targeted 
Implementation Plan (TIP) being developed for Miller Creek. Travis Greenwalt seconded the motion. Vote 
was unanimous in favor – motion passed. 
 
Confederated Salish Kootenai Reservation 310 Jurisdiction – Watkins reviewed correspondence he had with 
C. Frank Acevedo, Shoreline Protection Administrator with the CSKT, regarding the Tribe’s jurisdiction on 
streambank and shoreline permitting within the reservation. Watkins discussed the potential of developing a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the CSKT after the Board passes a resolution to officially 
document that Missoula CD recognizes the Tribe’s sovereignty and therefore, that the District does not take 
jurisdiction nor enforce the 310 Law within the Flathead Reservation boundary. The Board directed Watkins 
to move forward with developing a resolution for consideration. 
 
CAPS Riparian Resource Protection Zoning Meeting Recap – 310 Consultation for Protection Area or 
Buffer Area – Hall, Watkins, and Vogt briefly recapped the special meeting held on November 30, 2021 to 
review the new Riparian Resource Protection zoning codes being developed by Missoula County CAPS. 
 
MACD Conference Recap – Bob Schroeder had to leave the meeting at 8:55pm and was unable to provide a 
recap of his participation in the 2021 MACD Convention. 
 
Soils Corps Area 5 Discussion Forum – Watkins introduced Shay Farmer who is working with MACD on 
an AmeriCorps planning grant that is researching the possibility of bringing a Soil Corps program to 
Montana. Farmer reported that the Soil Corps program would be similar to the current Big Sky Watershed 
Corps program, but it would focus specifically on soils and help build the capacity of CDs, especially those 
that don’t currently have a lot of staffing capacity. Farmer explained that regional discussion forums are 
being planned for January and holding the Area 5 meeting in Missoula has been proposed. Watkins stated 
that the CD would only be responsible for finding a meeting location as the local host and MACD would 
put on the discussion forum. 
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Tim Hall moved to have Missoula Conservation District assist MACD in hosting the Area 5 Soil Corps 
Discussion Forum in early 2022. Travis Greenwalt seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in favor – 
motion passed. 
 
Montana Soil Health Symposium – Vogt reviewed the agenda and registration information for the Montana 
Soil Health Symposium that was included in the Supervisors’ meeting packets. The symposium will take 
place February 9 & 10, 2022 in Billings. Associate Supervisor Bart Morris is one of the scheduled presenters. 
The early registration deadline is February 17, 2022.  
 
Correspondence 
 
2021 Grazing Loss Letter – Vogt reviewed the letter prepared and submitted to the Missoula/Mineral FSA 
County Committee at the request of the FSA office. The letter was included in the Supervisors’ meeting 
packets and documents the District staff’s estimation of grazing losses in Missoula County for 2021. 
 
Other Correspondence – Watkins discussed other correspondence items in the Supervisors’ meeting packets 
including a DEQ permit notification for a project to install a permanent waterline to a cabin from a pump 
intake within Lindbergh Lake and a notice of an open comment period received from Missoula County 
CAPS pertaining to the Environmental Review Record for the Buena Vista Wastewater System 
Improvement Project, Phase II.  
 
Programs 
 
Grants Program:  
 
MCD Grants – Vogt reported that the $5,000 payment to the City Stormwater Utility for the Public 
Partnering Cost Share Grant to share a 2022 Big Sky Watershed Corps (BSWC) member and the $2,150 
payment to assist the Lolo Watershed Group with funding for their BSWC member will be sent soon. These 
awards were approved at the September 13, 2021 meeting, but payments were held until both groups had 
accepted offers from 2022 BSWC members. 
 
Sponsored Grants – Vogt reported that a six-month extension to the DNRC Education Mini Grant 23G-
21-3702 to assist with reprinting the Montana Biocontrol Guide was requested as the grant contract was set 
to expire on December 31, 2021. The paperwork approving a timeline extension through August 1, 2022 
was received in the mail today for Chairman Hall’s signature. 
 
Revised MCD Grant Program – Vogt stated there was nothing new to report at this time. 
 
Equipment Program – Vogt reported there was one final no-till drill rental since last month’s meeting. On 
November 30, 2021, Vogt and Watkins moved the drill and trailer to the new maintenance building at the 
fairgrounds for winter storage. With assistance from the fairground’s maintenance crew and Chris Mascari 
with the Weed District, the drill was unloaded and stored inside the maintenance building and the trailer 
parked outside in a gaited area. The District was provided a key to the maintenance building and the 
combination to the gaited area where the trailer was parked. 
 
Pollinator Program – Vogt stated there was nothing new to report at this time. 
 
 



Minutes 
Missoula Conservation District 
December 13, 2021 
 

10 

Other New Business  
 
Tim Hall reported that he was recently reappointed to another 3-year term on the CD Board of Supervisors 
by the City of Missoula. 
 
Old Business 
 
Fox Farm Road Homesite – Watkins reported that Colleen Dowdall was participating to discuss 310 Permit 
No. MS-07-18 for a homesite on Fox Farm Road along Rattlesnake Creek. At the November 8, 2021 
meeting, Watkins first reported being contacted several times regarding the pending sale of a home at this 
location and questions related to a deck pillar being outside of the parameters of Permit No. MS-07-18. 
Watkins reviewed conditions of the permit and meeting minutes from September 10, 2018 stating, “...the 
deck appears to be outside the conditions of the permit” in reference to MS-07-18. Dowdall reported on her 
involvement back in 2018 and the conditions leading to the need for a variance in the 310 permit. Dowdall 
also explained the potential buyer’s desire to have the current owner address what is required under Permit 
No. MS-07-18 so they could not be found in violation of the law.  
 
Hailey Graf stated that on a similar issue in Flathead County, legal counsel advised that the original 310 
applicant would be considered the violator even if they were not the current landowner. In this particular 
case, if the Board ruled the deck at the Fox Farm Road homesite was currently a violation, it would go 
against the original applicant. Any new work or modifications to the deck would require a new 310 
application from the new landowner. 
 
The Board discussed issues and concerns from 2018 when the permit was first issued and came to the 
agreement that it would be best to document current conditions and allowable exceptions to the parameters 
of Permit No. MS-07-18 before the property is sold. Watkins stated he would like to obtain the current 
homeowner’s permission to access the site and take measurements to present to the Board at next month’s 
meeting for this purpose. The Board directed Watkins to proceed and include this as an item on next 
month’s meeting agenda. 
 
Other Old Business – None 
 
 
Payment of Bills and Claims 
 
Tim Hall moved to pay the bills and claims. Paul Parson seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous in 
favor – motion carried. 
 

Petty Checking Account 
Date Description Charge Deposit 
11/15/2021 Transfer from Checking  $1,200.00 
12/01/2021 Zoom – Monthly fee for Watkins & Vogt ($31.10)  
12/09/2021 Staples – office supplies ($36.99)  
    
 Totals ($68.09) $1,200.00 
 NET TOTAL $1,131.91 
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Checking Account 

Date Description Charge Deposit 
11/09/2021 Square Payment – No-till drill rental fee  $292.10 
11/15/2021 Transfer to Petty Checking ($1,200.00)  
11/23/2021 No-till drill rental fee  $300.00 
    
 Totals ($1,200.00) $592.10 
 NET TOTAL ($607.90) 

 
 
Tax Mill Levy Account (Warrants/Claims) 

Date Description Charge 
11/10/2021 Verizon Wireless – District cell phones ($104.82) 
11/10/2021 First Interstate Bank MasterCard – gas card ($258.53) 
11/10/2021 Charter Spectrum – office internet ($109.99) 
11/10/2021 MACo – Property & Casualty premium ($2,960.55) 
11/10/2021 Bryan Vogt – Meal per diem for SET ($29.00) 
11/10/2021 Radley Watkins – Meal per diem for SET ($29.00) 
11/10/2021 Radley Watkins – Mileage reimbursement ($147.70) 

 TOTAL ($3,639.59) 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Tim Hall moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm. Paul Parson seconded the motion. Vote was unanimous 
in favor – motion carried. 
 

Voting Record – CD Supervisor IN FAVOR OPPOSED ABSTAIN 

Tim Hall  10 - - 
Libby Maclay Absent - - 

Travis Greenwalt 10 - - 
Paul Parson 10 - - 
Art Pencek Absent - - 

Bob Schroeder* 6 - - 
Sidney Wills 10 - - 

*Supervisor B. Schroeder left the meeting at 8:55 pm and did not vote on Personnel Committee matters, 
hosting the Soil Corps Area 5 Discussion Forum, Payment of Bill and Claims, and Adjournment. 
 

The next Missoula Conservation District meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 10, 2022, at 7:00 pm 
via Zoom. 
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