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Missoula Conservation District 
August 10th, 2026, 5:30 p.m. 

1075 South Avenue West, Missoula, MT 59801 – with virtual option 
 

Missoula Conservation District Attendees: Tim Hall (Chair), Travis Greenwalt (Treasurer), Art 
Pencek (Supervisor), Libby Maclay, Bart Morris (Supervisor), Martin Oakland (Urban Supervisor), 
Karen Williams* (Associate Supervisor), Radley Watkins (Staff), Bryan Vogt (Staff), Sonja Skovlin 
(Staff)  
 
Additional Attendees:), Travis Lemke* (NRCS Supervisory District Conservationist), David 
Liccione (USACE), Ed Stalling (CM-02-26), Jamie Jones (CM-04-26), Barb Jones* (CM-04-26), 
Curtis Dakolios* (CM-01-26, MS-16-26), MS-19-26)), Jay Slocum* (CM-01-26, MS-16-26, MS-19-
26), Brad Morris* (EM-04-26, MS-23-26), Alan Davis* (EM-05-26), Abby Indreland Hunt* (EM-05-
26), Chris Gabrielsen* (CM-01-26, MS-16-26, MS-19-26) 

 
Absent: Robert Schroeder (Vice Chair) – excused, Josh Schroeder (Associate Supervisor) – excused, 
John Hart (Senior Deputy County Attorney) 
 
*Denotes virtual participation via Zoom 
 
Call Meeting to Order – Chair Tim Hall started the meeting at 5:32 pm. 
 
July 13th, 2026, Board Meeting Minutes – Bart Morris moved to approve the July 13th, 2026, 
meeting minutes. Art Pencek seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the 
motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Travis Greenwalt presented the account balances from the District’s 
QuickBooks Balance Sheet dated August 7th, 2026 included in the Supervisors’ meeting packets. 
Also included was the year-to-date Profit and Loss report dated August 7th, 2026. 
 

First Security Bank – Checking $34,688.69 
First Security Bank – Petty Checking $608.86 
First Security Bank – Savings $58,613.07 
DADCO Savings $209,096.45 
Tax Mill Levy Account at County $297,091.28 
Total Bank Accounts $600,098.35  

 
 
Public Comment – No comments were offered. 
 
Reports 
 
NRCS Report – Travis Lemke reported that his staff had completed obligating contracts for this 
fiscal year. He and his staff are now meeting with producers and other clientele in the field. He 
stated that these opportunities to meet with the public and discuss new projects are invigorating. 
 
County Attorney Report – John Hart was absent and no report was offered. 



Minutes 
Missoula Conservation District 
August 10th, 2026 
 

2 
 

 
Montana FWP – Pat Saffel was not present and no report was provided. Chair Hall reported that 
Caleb Uerling will start his position as the fisheries biologist later in August. He served as a fisheries 
technician under Ladd Knotek and is the current fisheries biologist for the Upper Clark Fork River. 
 
 DNRC Conservation District Bureau – Catey Bauer’s written report was included in the 
Supervisor’s meeting packets for review. Watkins displayed a slide showing grants that the CD had 
been awarded: the CDA administrative grant for $3,500 to cover the current year’s dues, and 
$14,200 to reimburse the district for 71, 310 permits, complaints, and notice of emergencies from 
2025.  
  
MACD – Watkins mentioned that the DEQ application for non-point source grants is open. 
 
Bitter Root RC&D – Libby Maclay stated there was nothing new to report. 
 
County Departments – No reports were provided. 
 
Watershed Groups – No reports were provided. 
 
Consolidated Land Use Board Update – Josh Schroeder was absent. Watkins displayed a slide of the 
report he had submitted. 
 
Water Quality District – Chair Hall reported that the WQD Board is going to change the time at 
which they meet. Hall requested that the CD remove this item from the monthly board meeting 
agenda for the time being. He will monitor upcoming meetings and attend if there is something 
pertinent on the agenda. 
 
District Committees –  

Grants Committee Meeting – Vogt stated that he will communicate with the committee to 
set up a meeting date and time. 
 
Budget Committee Meeting – Watkins set a date for the budget committee to meet: 
September 2nd at 9:30 am. 

 
Missoula CD Employees – Written reports were included in the Supervisor’s packets. 
 
Other Reports – Chair Hall mentioned that the Open Lands Committee recommended the 
Boehmler family of LaValle Creek for the Missoula County commissioners to consider for the 
annual stewardship award. Five Valleys Land Trust nominated them. 
 
310 Emergency Notices  
 
EM-02-26 – Frenchtown Irrigation District – Clark Fork River – Agricultural and Irrigation Projects 
Geocode: 04-2199-16-3-01-01-0000 
 
Watkins displayed site location slides and components from the application. The applicant has 
applied for this work to continue as it had under the previous APO Permit, which recently has 
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expired. Receding water levels required in-stream work prior to the renewal APO application being 
approved. Watkins mentioned that the APO renewal is further down on this meeting’s agenda and is 
consistent with the work carried out under EM-02-26. 
Bart Morris moved to consider the actions taken under Emergency Notice EM-02-26 an appropriate 
use of the emergency provisions of the 310 Law, with no further actions required. Chair Hall 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
EM-03-26 – Jeff Wilson – Union Creek – Agricultural and Irrigation Projects 
Geocode: 04-2203-05-3-02-01-0000 
 
Watkins displayed a site location slide. He shared that on a recent field visit with the landowner, the 
landowner had stated that he intended to conduct work prior to any 310 application being submitted 
and approved. This statement prompted Watkins to suggest that the landowner file a Notice of 
Emergency for the irrigation check dam work which at that point was scheduled to be done when 
the landowner’s son was in town, but prior to the Board meeting. Watkins displayed photos from 
the recent site inspection, some of which showed additional work conducted beyond the work 
described in the emergency notice. The Board was concerned with the use of composted material 
used as fill within the stream around the irrigation dam structure. Watkins described that the 
landowner has hired a consultant to develop a plan for long term riparian area and irrigation 
management, and that several agencies and NGOs have offered technical and potential financial 
assistance to the landowner so that he can manage his operation in a more sustainable way. The 
Board expressed additional concerns about the impact of the fill. Watkins stated that he felt the 
landowner has a goal of implementing a plan that would make his operation more efficient, 
manageable, and benefit the land and water resources, but admitted, it was hard to see fill added to 
the stream in this manner.  
Art Pencek moved to consider the actions taken under Emergency Notice No. EM-03-26 an 
appropriate use of the emergency provisions of the 310 Law and to require that the landowner 
remove all the existing composted fill materials at the project site within 14 days of the date of this 
decision. Additionally, the landowner is required to place this removed fill at least 50 feet away from 
the banks of Union Creek and to allow replacement of the removed composted fill with a more 
suitable fill material. Further, failure to comply with these directions within 14 days from the date of 
this decision will result in fines being assessed. Additionally, the Board wanted the landowner to be 
informed that a 310 Permit application is required prior to the 2027 irrigation season for a more 
permanent solution to address issues witnessed at the diversion site associated with this Emergency 
Notice. No further Emergency Notices will be considered to make the existing diversion structure 
usable at this site. Bart Morris seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the 
motion carried. 
 
EM-04-26 – Montana Snowbowl c/o Bradley Morris – Butler Creek – Debris Removal 
Geocode: 04-2430-33-1-01-03-0000 
 
Watkins showed a site location slide and photos of the flooding that occurred in June which 
overwhelmed and plugged the culverts the creek runs through. He displayed photos of emergency 
actions that were taken. Watkins stated that Montana Snowbowl has submitted a 310 Permit 
application for work being planned upstream to open a significant portion of the 600 feet of Butler 
Creek that had previously been run through a culvert, which was also washed out by this storm. He 
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mentioned that there will be another 310 Permit application for work needing to occur immediately 
downstream of this emergency project site where the flooding caused the road to slump at the 
bottom end of the parking lot, depositing a debris dam across the creek. 
Chair Hall moved to consider the actions taken under Emergency Notice EM-04-26 an appropriate 
use of the emergency provisions of the 310 Law and that no further actions are required. Travis 
Greenwalt seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
EM-05-26 – The Placid Lake Association – Owl Creek – Dam Repair 
Geocode: 04-2540-28-1-01-16-0000 
 
Watkins displayed a site location slide and photos of the project site and stated that he had visited 
the site with several entities following notification of the dam-failure issue. Abby Indreland Hunt of 
WGM, introduced herself. She stated that WGM is the engineering group representing the Placid 
Lake Association, a non-profit formed to benefit the Placid Lake community and to protect the 
public lake resource. She reviewed the timeline of the first observed seepage at the dam and outlined 
WGM’s involvement with the situation. At WGM’s first site visit on July 29th, they observed that the 
leakage had worsened and recommended immediate action. They contacted Missoula County, 
DNRC, the CD, and FWP to inform these entities of the evolving situation and the need for 
emergency action. Equipment has been on and working to prevent total dam failure. Operators put 
in a coffer dam to slow leakage, but evidence of piping was present. A bypass channel was created to 
drop the lake level and alleviate pressure on the dam. Watkins stated that he helped FWP put in a 
picket weir fish barrier to keep northern pike and other invasive fish species out of Placid Lake while 
the overflow channel was open. WGM poured concrete on August 5th , and the area is now 
considered stabilized. Watkins stated that the Board has previously take 310 jurisdiction below the 
dam, however, the overflow channel is built in the riparian corridor and has become a new stream 
channel. He described the overflow channel as approximately 8 to 10 feet wide, with a very low 
grade, and having a plastic liner installed under natural materials to reduce erosion potential. 
Other agencies, such as the USACE, are working with the group to make sure all appropriate 
permitting is completed. Hunt emphasized that the actions taken that are identified in the Notice of 
Emergency are a temporary fix and a long-term solution is being developed.  
The board inquired about revegetation efforts and asked questions about the overflow channel and 
long-term stabilization. 
Bart Morris moved to consider the actions taken under Emergency Notice EM-05-26 an appropriate 
use of the emergency provisions of the 310 Law and to require that the applicant apply for a 310 
Permit within 60 days that retroactively addresses installation of the overflow channel. Chair Hall 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Existing 310 Permits  
 
There were none to discuss at this meeting. 
 
APO Applications   
 
APO-02-26 – Frenchtown Irrigation District –Clark Fork River – Agricultural and Irrigation 
Projects 
Geocode: 04-2199-16-3-01-01-0000 
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As the Board had discussed in EM-02-26, this APO is a continuation of routine activities previously 
permitted under the expired APO. 
Chair Hall moved to make Application APO-02-26 a project for review under the 310 Law and to 
approve the project as proposed, and to waive the 30-day waiting period following the Board’s 
decision. Travis Greenwalt seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion 
carried. 
 
310 Permit Applications 
 
MS-13-26 – Joshua Wallace obo Potomac Corp – South Fork Lolo Creek – Agricultural and 
Irrigation Projects 
Geocode: 04-2091-31-1-01-03-0000 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
MS-16-26 (Tabled 6/8/2026) – Curtis Dakolios – Clark Fork River – Channel/Bank Projects 
Geocode: 04-2091-31-1-01-03-0000 
 
Watkins displayed a site location slide. He reviewed that in 2009 the CD had permitted a boat launch 
but since then the launch had been enhanced outside permit limitations. Watkins displayed photos 
from the site visit prior to the approval of the 2009 permit, and one the landowner provided from 
when they had purchased the property. Watkins shared that he thought the riparian area had 
probably been manicured to prepare for the marketing of the property, sharing additional photos the 
landowners provided from the first summer they owned it. In those photos, willow regeneration can 
be seen in the background. 
Jay Slocum, a consultant with WET, offered details of the reseeding and revegetation plan, which 
extends the entire length of the shoreline. The boat launch will be returned to conditions of the 
initially approved permit from 2009, which includes no added materials, or vegetation removal on 
within the boat launch corridor. The revegetation plan has an exclusion zone where no further lawn 
maintenance or vegetation removal will occur. It allows for lawn maintenance above, and native 
species plantings below the crest of the bank, with everything below that buffer zone being allowed 
to regrow to a native state. The application includes a monitoring plan, including the establishment 
of photo points. The landowner will be responsible for reporting monitoring information to the CD 
annually. These provisions are intended to meet the requirements for resolving CM-01-26. Watkins 
asked if the neighboring property stump removal was intended to be included in this permit 
application. Curtis Dakolios stated that the neighbor decided not to proceed and intended to move. 
Travis Greenwalt moved to approve Application MS-16-26 with modifications incorporating the 
revegetation plan, removal of the portion of the project that included the cluster of stumps on the 
property line with the downstream neighbor, and to waive the 30-day waiting period following the 
Board’s decision. Martin Oakland seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the 
motion carried. 
 
MS-19-26 (re: CM-01-26, Tabled 6/8/2026) – Curtis Dakolios – Clark Fork River– Channel/Bank 
Projects 
Geocode: 04-2323-07-1-02-02-02-0000 
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Travis Greenwalt moved to approve Application MS-19-26 with modifications incorporating the 
newly received revegetation plan from MS-16-26, removal of the portion of the project that included 
the cluster of stumps on the property line with the downstream neighbor,  and to waive the 30-day 
waiting period following the Board’s decision. Martin Oakland seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
MS-22-26 – Northwestern Energy c/o Janelle Garza – Ninemile Creek – Electric 
Distribution/Wildfire Mgmt 
Geocode: 04-2427-21-2-01-05-0000 
 
Watkins presented a site location slide and photos from the site inspection. Chair Hall and FWP 
Fisheries Manager, Pat Saffel, both on the site inspection team, recommended that vegetation under 
utility lines be cut no shorter than 5 feet tall. 
Travis Greenwalt moved to make Application MS-22-26 a project for review under the 310 Law, to 
approve the project with modifications incorporating recommendations from team member reports, 
and to waive the 30-day waiting period following the board’s decision. Chair Hall seconded the 
morion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
MS-23-26 – Montana Snowbowl – Butler Creek – Crossings/Roads 
Geocode: 04-2430-27-1-01-03-0000 
 
Watkins displayed a site location slide and photos of the project site. He explained the project area 
includes a ski run, where over 600 feet of Butler Creek had been placed in a culvert to accommodate 
skier and groomer equipment traffic. Watkins explained the culverts had blown out in a recent storm 
event, and there was heavy erosion along the area which had been in the culvert. Butler Creek is 
perennial above the subject reach, and the applicant initially applied for a permit for returning the 
creek to a larger culvert, but the application was modified to include daylighting this reach as a 
restoration effort. Watkins displayed a preliminary design concept that hydrologist Traci Sylte 
developed, and stated further designs will be provided.  
Travis Greenwalt moved to make Application MS-23-26 a project for review under the 310 Law and 
to table consideration of it until the design plans are received for the proposed project. Bart Morris 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
MS-24-26 – Sherri Davidoff – Rattlesnake Creek – Channel/Bank Projects 
Geocode: 04-2200-11-2-05-05-0000 
 
Watkins displayed a site location slide, photos from a previous site inspection for CM-03-26. This is 
an application for work to remove wooden stairs and install earthen steps in their place. 
Additionally, gravel landscaping and retaining walls would be removed and native vegetation would 
be planted. Watkins showed photos, discussed existing site conditions and showed plans for the 
project.  
Chair Hall moved to make Application MS-24-26 a project for review under the 310 Law, to 
approve the project with modifications incorporating recommendations from team member reports 
and the submitted plans from the applicant, and to waive the 30-day waiting period following the 
Board’s decision. Bart Morris seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the 
motion carried. 
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310 Complaints 
 
CM-02-26 – Laurie and Edward Stalling – Clearwater River – Vegetation Removal and Unpermitted 
Structure 
Geocode: 04-2540-10-1-03-13-0000 
 
Watkins displayed a site location slide and photos from the site inspection and reviewed the discussion 
from the July 2026 board meeting. The Stallings rehabilitated the existing eroding trail by adding low-
tech stairs made from lodge pole pine that had recently removed as part of a fuels reduction project, but 
they did so without a permit. They also closed and rehabilitated another existing and eroding trail and 
planted native grass along the entire slope of their property. Watkins mentioned that Ed Stalling had 
contacted him to request technical assistance with erosion control, but they failed to discuss installation 
of the stairs. At the Boards request, Ed Stalling identified the high water mark in a photo and pointed out 
logs at the bottom of the stairs, clarifying that they had been in place before the steps were built. Martin 
Oakland, the Supervisor present at the site inspection, noted that the landowners were thoughtful and 
careful in their work and that the impact to the resource was minimal.  
Art Pencek moved to determine Complaint CM-02-26 a violation of the 310 Law for activity carried out 
adjacent to a perennial flowing stream but to require no further action as the project implemented 
improved conditions at the site by addressing a resource concern. Bart Morris seconded the motion. The 
vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
CM-04-26 – James Jones – Cramer Creek – Unpermitted Structure 
Geocode: 04-2096-25-2-01-02-0000 
 
Watkins displayed a site location slide and the landowners, via Zoom, provided photos showing the old 
bridge site, and photos of the finished bridge they built without a permit. The Joneses stated that they 
built the new bridge so that they could get farm equipment to their property on the other side of Cramer 
Creek. They would like to thin the forest for fuel mitigation, conduct noxious weed control, and build 
fence to limit cattle access, which they said damaged the stream and its banks. They were unaware of the 
310 Law requirements for building a bridge. Mr. Jones stated that he built many bridges as a member of 
the US military, and provided photos and details on how this bridge was constructed.  
Art Pencek moved to determine Complaint CM-04-26 a violation of the 310 Law for activity conducted 
on and adjacent to a perennial flowing stream without a valid permit and to require the landowners to 
submit a 310 Permit application for retroactively permitting the existing bridge to resolve the violation. 
Travis Greenwalt seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Existing Violations Needing Action 
 
CM-01-24 – Glen and Rhonda Brownlee – Donovan Creek – Crossings/Roads 
Geocode: 04-2095-08-3-01-05-0000 
 
Watkins showed a site location slide and photos from the original site visit and from the July 2026 
site inspection. He stated that the Board should determine what they would like to do to resolve the 
violation and asked if they would like to retroactively permit the bridge as is. The Board discussed 
the current bridge design and determined that it lack enough freeboard over the creek. 
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Bart Morris moved to require that a 310 permit application be submitted within 60 days for either 
raising the existing bridge at least 24 inches above the ordinary high water mark of Donovan Creek 
or for the complete removal of the existing bridge with placement of the removed bridge materials 
at least 30 feet from the bank of Donovan Creek. Art Pencek seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
CM-11-25 – Wild Country Enterprises LLC – Sin-tin-tin-em-ska Creek – Unpermitted Culvert 
Installation 
Geocode: 04-1975-26-4-02-02-02-0000 
 
No action was taken on this item.  
 
CM-12-25 – Michael Mitchell – O’Brien Creek – Vegetation Removal 
Geocode: 04-2199-27-1-02-26-0000 
 
Watkins displayed a site location slide and photos of the conditions along the Bitterroot River 
showing mowing closer to the streambank than what led to the violation on O’Brien Creek. Based 
on review of the 2023 aerial photos, it appears that riparian shrubs and trees have also been removed 
along the Bitterroot River at this location. Watkins asked if the Board wanted him to conduct 
another site visit to see if the mowing has ceased since the July site inspection before they pursued 
collecting civil penalties. The Board discussed the significant time spent over the years with this 
landowner to get him to comply with the 310 Law. Skovlin read the letter sent to the landowner on 
June 12th, 2026, prior to the July site inspection, which stated that all vegetation removal within 50-ft 
of O’Brien Creek and the Bitterroot River must cease and desist and that a fine of $1,000 be paid to 
the CD. 
The Board directed Watkins to send a follow up letter reiterating their decision made at the June 8th, 
2026 Board meeting requiring that the landowner pay the $1,000 fine and cease all vegetation 
removal within 50-ft of O’Brien Creek and the Bitterroot River. 
 
CM-01-26 – Curtis Dakolios – Clark Fork River – Vegetation Removal 
Geocode: 04-2323-07-1-02-02-0000  
 
The Board approved two 310 Permit applications related to this violation during this August Board 
meeting, and therefore instructed staff that this item shall be moved to Existing Violations Pending 
Follow-up Inspections. 
 
Existing Violations Pending Follow-up Inspection 
 
CM-05-23 (Re: MS-41-23) – David and Lori Rath – Lolo Creek – Stream Excavation 
Geocode: 04-1972-05-1-01-03-0000 
 
The Board took no action. 
 
CM-14-23 – Joan Mulligan – Clark Fork River – Vegetation Removal 
Geocode: 04-2095-21-2-02-01-0000 
 



Minutes 
Missoula Conservation District 
August 10th, 2026 
 

9 
 

The Board took no action. 
 
CM-02-25 – Lawrence and Frances Daly – Rattlesnake Creek – Vegetation Removal 
Geocode: 04-2200-11-3-06-11-0000 
 
The Board took no action. 
 
CM-06-25 – Marc and Tonya Davidson – Clark Fork River – Vegetation Removal 
Geocode: 04-2201-18-3-05-13-0000 
 
The Board took no action. 
 
CM-10-25 – Richard Orizotti – Clark Fork River – Vegetation Removal and Building of Structure 
Geocode: 04-2201-18-3-05-12-0000 
 
The Board took no action. 
 
CM-14-25 – Karl and Nancy Grenager – Clark Fork River – Vegetation Removal and Bank 
Excavation 
Geocode: 04-2427-33-1-02-01-0000 
 
The Board took no action. 
 
CM-15-25 – Kim Kinsman – Clark Fork River – Vegetation Removal and Unpermitted Structures 
Geocode: 04-2427-34-3-02-11-0000  
 
The Board took no action. 
 
310 Inquiries & Issues – None were presented. 
 
New Business 
 
MACD Resolution – Watkins discussed that Becca Boslough – former MACD director and now 
with the Center for Large Landscape Conservation and Board member for the Lewis and Clark CD 
– had contacted him with an idea for an MACD resolution. They discussed that MCD could 
sponsor a resolution requesting an ordinance to limit the construction of AI data centers until a net-
zero water use policy can be established. The Board did not express interest in submitting any 
MACD resolutions this year. 
 
Revised Draft of Employee Handbook – The Board directed Watkins to add all changes and 
comments received from Supervisors and staff as red line text additions and to send this version out 
for one final review prior to a vote at next month’s meeting. 
 
LWG Direct Support – Watkins reviewed the timeline of DNRC awarding this grant and the 
responsibilities that MCD has had with managing the grant. Both he and Vogt discussed aspects of 
the grant and expectations that LWG had that have taken time to work through. Watkins and Vogt 
provided details on how LWG has incurred expenses during their continued work on development 
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of the Lolo Creek Watershed Drought Management Plan that cannot be reimbursed from the 
DNRC Grant once it is executed. Watkins requested a direct sponsorship to the LWG to help with 
their conservation efforts as they wait for grant funding to come through. Art Pencek moved to 
provide additional funds to LWG. Martin Oakland seconded. The motion carried. 
 
310 Administrative Rule Updates – The Board directed staff to send out the required changes 
embedded within the current MCD Administrative Rules as red line text additions. Watkins stated 
that he will include ideas of additional appendices to consider adding to the MCD Administrative 
Rules that will not be embedded in the current Rules but included separately for consideration and 
discussion. 
 
WMGAC Financials – Staff requested use of the Petty Checking Account to track income and 
expenditures for the WMGAC for which the MCD is the fiscal agent. This would require Board 
approval to use the associated debit cards that are currently being stored but were supposed to be 
destroyed following the new credit cards intended to replace the debit cards. Checks will also need 
to be ordered for the current Petty Checking account if it will be used for the WMGAC. The Board 
directed staff to report back next month after researching whether this option is preferable over 
opening a new, separate checking account to manage WMGAC expenses. 
 
Resilient Watershed Challenge – Watkins showed a short video produced by students at Loyola 
High School for a Resilient Watershed Challenge competition held there during last school year. 
Only Loyola HS participated in this pilot project, with their science teacher there dedicated 
significant time to developing a curriculum. Deb Fassnacht with Watershed Education Network 
helped put the pilot project competition together with Watkins. This endeavor replaces the FEMA 
sponsored RISE Big Sky Challenge, which was open to all Montana students, but discontinued 
under the current federal administration. Watkins discussed the potential of MCD to open the 
Resilient Watershed Challenge competition county-wide and funding Deb Fassnacht and WEN to 
lead future efforts to host and manage the competition. The Board directed Watkins to provide a 
detailed proposal for their consideration. 
 
Associate Supervisors – Watkins stated that at a previous meeting the Board had decided it would be 
a good idea to increase the number of Associate Supervisors. He stated that Olivia Hinds expressed 
interest. Chairman Hall suggested that Board members think about who might be a good fit for 
these positions, and that they return to this discussion later. 
 
Correspondence and Upcoming Events – Watkins displayed a flyer for the Duncan trailhead ribbon 
cutting on August 18th, at the Rattlesnake Dam removal site. Chairman Hall mentioned that the 
MCD gave $50,000 towards the dam removal project. 
Skovlin requested that any Board and staff members let her know of their interest in attending any 
part of the MWCC Watershed Tour in September, as she needs to complete registration by August 
13th. 
 
Site Inspections Scheduling – The date for the September site inspection has yet to be determined. 
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Programs  
 
Grants Program  

MCD Grants – Vogt stated that he will send a report and update to the Board and 
staff. 
 
Outside Grants  

DNRC Education Mini Grant – Chair Hall moved to approve allowing the 
Missoula Conservation District to apply for a DNRC Education Mini Grant 
that requests $5,000.00 to support the 2027 Western Montana Grazing and 
Agriculture Conference. Bart Morris seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 

 
 

Soil Health/Equipment Program – Watkins reported that Vogt did a great job of displaying the no-
till drill with other large machinery at the Western Montana Fair, along with laminated flyers that he 
and Skovlin created. 
The Board directed staff to replace the tires of the Toyota 4Runner before fall. 
 
Pollinator Program – No report was offered. 
 
Other New Business – There was no new business. 
 
Old Business  
 
Strategic Plan Update – The Board discussed that the ad hoc committee needs to meet and consider 
the material that Watkins sent to them. 
 
Other Old Business – None was presented. 
 
Payment of Bills and Claims 
 
Payment of bills and claims handled during the Treasurer Report. 
 
Chair Hall moved to adjourn the August 10th, 2026, Missoula CD monthly meeting at 10:08 pm. Art 
Pencek seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried.  
 
The next regular Missoula Conservation District meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 
14th, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Exploration Center, 1101 South Avenue West, Missoula, MT, 59801. A 
virtual option will also be offered. 
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Voting Record – CD Supervisor IN FAVOR OPPOSED ABSTAIN 

Tim Hall 17 - - 
Libby Maclay 17 - 
Travis Greenwalt 17 - - 
Art Pencek 17 - - 
Robert Schroeder - - - 
Bart Morris 17 - - 
Martin Oakland 17 - - 

Minutes approved by Date 

Minutes prepared by Date 

9/14/2026

9/1/2026




